7 o. = 
SARGE! BEHIND US} ron as Tin as tue WNT THOUGHT WE SOLD 
MADE ME LOOK, 1 SURE J THE STORY RIGHTS TO 
: BLEED ALGT, A FAMILY CHANNEL. 


R 


MM) L 


WAN, FORGET THE CUTE 
CARTOONY LOOK. THAT 
SHOW THEY MADE ABOUT 
Us WAS VIOLENT. 


Bub that’s the way 
it happened. We 
had Fo grow you 
a new body, 
afterwards. 


‘ONLY ‘CAUSE YOU 
ATE THE ONE T 
WAS BORN WITH, 


Hey, we dicr't have [Tand one 
space in the cryokt | bottamlass 
‘or all OF You, an i 
needed the extra appetite 
mass. Two birds, one 


THIS. BIRD IS HAPPY SHE 
ENLISTED AFTER YOU 
PASSED THAT STONE, 


FINE TLL AGREE THAT 
REAL COMBAT IS LIKE 
THAT, BUT DID THAT, 
SHOW HAVE TO BE 

SO REALISTIC2 


(DISMEMBERMENT... 
EVISCERATION. 


81000. [S Okay... 
was kind of 


edlay For 


prime: 


Combining the violence |[ You might sa 
z Chat "Boe oii 
jou wanted! Co 
io the worst, 


pun ever. a) 


Weah, you've 
got ta hand 
it to me. 


with the cute cartoony 
look... T'd say the 

director they hired was 
downright daring. 

Gutsy, you might sau. 


SARGE, HOW MUCH DID YOU 
GET PAID FOR SELLING 
THOSE STORY RIGHTS? 


WHAT, TOO MANY J No, I can'é 
ZEROES FoR YOU [Gay. I'm uncer 
0 COUNT? one oF them 
non-disclosure 

Chingies with 

Doctor 6. 


0 YOU MEAN TO TELL. 

ME THAT YOURE MAKING 
‘SO MUCH MONEY THEY 
WONT LET YOU TALK 


Tve probably 
already ai 
more than I'm 
supposed to. 


T5|A PERCENTAGE 
OF THIS SHOWING 
UP IN MY CHECK 

ANYWHERE? 


Hey, 1F you reall 
wanna Know what-all 
goes into your 
maycheck, We can 
Sree Go talk to the 
company lawyer. 


But Massey's okay. He's\_(1 mean, c'mon! He's 


not like those Partnership, 
Collective drones at all. 


the one who scored 
us the contract 


“HE LANDED THAT 
iG? THOSE HITS ON 
CUNA WERE THE 
‘MOST FUN | THINK 


| IVE EVER HAD! 


Hey, Massey. Legs, 
here is wondering 
about the story 
rights stuf in her, 
contract. 


WELL, CORPORAL... WHEN YOU 
ENLISTED WITH TAGON'S TOUGHS 
YOU SIGNED AWAY YOUR LIKENESS. 
AND STORY RIGHTS IN EXCHANGE 
FOR A SMALL SLICE OF EXISTING 
PROGRAMME ROYALTIES, 


HELP ME WITH THE MATA, 
HERE. I'VE ONLY GOT 

THREE TOES TO COUNT 
WITH UNLESS | SIT DOWN, 


(UM. LET'S JUST SAY THAT, 
YOU WON'T NEED TO SIT 
DOWN TO COUNT YOUR, 
ROYALTY BONUS, 


IF THE SCHLOCK 
(MERCENARY SHOW CONTINUES 
TO DO WELL, AND IF OUR 
COMPANY STAYS ASOUT THIS 
SIZE, YOUR ROYALTY BONUS, 
WiLt BOOST YOUR PAY EY ABOUT 
‘ONE-AND-A-HALF PERCENT, 


“And that's still 
Dim, 27 Sines what 

the average 
‘screen-writer makes. 


CHANGE THE CHANNEL, OR 


CAPTAIN, I'VE BEGUN PI THOUGHT YOU 
HEARING RUMBLINGS J[READ ALL ABOUT 


ABOUT THE STORY. THAT STUFF 
RIGHTS TO OUR MONTHS AGO. 
ESCAPADES. 


‘OH, 1DID. THE PROBLEM IS THAT NOW TM 
HEARING RUMBLINGS FROM THE TROOPS. JUST 
HAVING THAT SHOW AIRING IN THE REC-ROOM IS| 


HURTING MORALE, 


int MY OPINION, THEY EITHER 
NEED A BIGGER CUT OF THE 
ROYALTIES, O8 A QUICK 
DISTRACTION, 


TM CHANGING IT FOR YOU 
FROM HERE. 


JS 


BOY, THAT'S DISTRACTING, 


TOONT THINK ITS POSSI CAN WE PATIONTT 
LAGRANGE POINT STATION, CELESCHUL: THE MERCENARY HAVE EMM. Ser BRUT AND MAKE 17'GO 
Str Sexea. PEACEAAEER Gers PrrPeD Fon oNTas,  KEQWEGOWNG MM | AVE FRCL SOs PuRTHER 
ALONE IN THE JeweleD VoTD oF NTangaLacTreseace. [AC ENE 


Youre back! Did you get...) [Now everyone stand ‘YOU WERE SAYING PULET ME KNOW WHEN THE 

you DID! There it ist clear. Me an’ the Cub SOMETHING ABOUT J SERGEANT RETURNS FROM 

Genuine Imation oF happiness need HIS SUGAR TRIP. 
some quality ime. 


a 
o> 


WELCOME EH, WHERE'S | ( RIGHT THIS WAY IN. T DION'T THINK "MESS" [J YOU FIX THE VENDING 
HOARD THE COMPANY MESS, was supposeo 10 Be fly MACHINE, TL PROVIDE 


THIS USED TO BE A POPS. 
2250 AUTOVEND. WHAT IT IS 
NOW IS SCRAP METAL. 


TIVE SEEN UNITS DAMAGED. 
BY EVERYTHING WE COVER 
UNDER WARRANTY, UP TO 
AND INCLUDING VEHICULAR 
VANDALISM... THIS BEATS 


YESSIREE, THINK WITH | [1 sure THe Laust SOS YOu KNOW, 

THIS MACHINE WE'LL BE || MEN WILL TAKE) THAT THIS SERVICE 

REFERRING YOU TO THE} | THAT AS & AIN'T GONNA BE 

"ACTS OF GOD" CLAUSE. | | COMPLIMENT COMPLEMENTARY. 
d 


») 


SURE, CAN FIK TT, BUT_| [ HMMM... D0 YOU KNOW HOW INDEED... TOA VERY 
IPL COST YOU, NO way | | PROFITABLE THAT PARTICULAR SMALL GROUP OF VERY 
Ait 1 GOING 10 TRY TO | | VENDING MACHINE IS TO YOUR LARGE, VERY VIOLENT. 
WRITE THIS UP UNDER HE ANTS 


we \. 


D ST OF YEAH, SHE 


y WAS A REAL ONEY- 

Py MAKER. SOLD A LOT 
OF CHUPAQUESOS, 

ay ACCORDING TO THIS, 


MISTER, TT LOOKS LIKE HE'S NOT TALKING 
THE WHOLE CHON, ABOUT YOU, 
BAKE-AND-VEND PATH ELIZABETH, 

WAS RIPPED OUT BY A 

GIANT GORILLA 


TUM. MAYBE T 
CAN WORK THIS IN 
UNDER WARRANTY. 


WELL SHE VENDS ABN HATS HOTA 
YOUR WEN OFEA IY” U{FoR THe HELP wir 
BACK WHILE T WORKED.) —\_THE WARRANTY 


YOUVE MADE 
SOME HUNGRY 
MEN VERY MUCH 
LESS VIOLENT. 


‘OKAY, WE'RE CLEAR, 
GET THIS PLACE 
CLEANED UP, GUYS, 


‘OH, GOOD. ALL THAT 
SCOWLING WAS 
HURTING MY FACE. 


SKA 


ON YOUR FRAME A 
FROWN IS OVERKILL. 


REMEMBER THAT \[HAD A PROPER | | REPAIRED UNDER WORK, IF1D0 SAYSO__ | BILLING SOME OF OUR ENGAGEMENTS. 
VENDING MACHINE) CHUPAQUESO | | WARRANTY, AT NO MYSELF. IT'S THE KIND OF | DOESN'T MEAN YOU CAN START 


CAPTAIN, YOUU] YES. 1HAVENT | [WELL IT'S FIXED. | [OHF NICE] IT'S SOME OF My gest [JUST BECAUSE GET AWAY WITH DOUBLE 
WORK, 
YOU WERE GOING 4 IN WEEKS. |] CHARGE TO US, FINAGLING THAT 1 BELIEVE J DOUBLE-BILLING ME KEVIN. ”“Aau tage 


TO DEDUCT FROM DESERVES A BONUS, 1S FOR ONE ROUND 


OF CHUPAQUESOS 
ON THE HOUSE, 


My PAY? 


TM WELL AWARE OF THAT, CAPTAIN. | 
KNOW THAT HER TRAIL IS ICE-COLD, To. 


WILL YOU STOP WITH THE 
COY, ALREADY? IF WERE 
GOING TO FIND A NEEDLE 
TW A HAYSTACK WE HAVE 
START SOMEWHERE. 


TLIKE THE HAYSTACK, USE A MAGNET. TEREYA JUST MAILED, 
METAPHOR, CAPTAIN. DO BIGGER THAN MAKE THE NEEDLE ME. SHE WANTS TO. 
‘YOU KNOW HOW TO FIND A I THAT, EVEN, COME TO YOU. 
NEEDLE IN A HAYSTACK? 

YEAH, DON'T 


‘DO YOUR SEWING 
TN THE HAY. 


LIKELTHOOD, IT BOGELES THE MIND, 


OH, COME ON, HER BEFORE. HER BROTHER 
SO DONT THINK TOO LONG ONT. 


TAGON. YOU'RE STILL WORKS FOR YOU IT'S 
SMARTER THAN THAT. ONLY A MATTER OF TIME. 


‘YOU'VE WORKED FOR [= THAT COINCIDENCE BECOMES 


‘DO YOU MEAN TO TELL ME THAT THE WHOLE TIME] [ MY PLAN WAS TO SEE YOUR TROOPS | [ILIKED HOW Jou THAT'S THE WAYTM, 
WE'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR BREYA YOUR PLAN HAS | IN ACTION IN WIDELY DIFFERING STATED IT ALITTLE LEAKING IT TO THE 
BEEN TO WAIT FOR HER TO CONTACT US? CIRCUMSTANCES PRIOR TO GRANTING J | BETTER CAPTAIN, TROOPS. 


‘THEM ANY OPPORTUNITY 
At WHATSOEVER TO BOTCH 
UP OUR PRIMARY. 
OBJECTIVE, 


(BSOLUTELY NOT. 
wy =z 


TM UNCOMPORTABLE, 
‘SELLING MY SISTER OUT, 
COLONEL, I'VE NEVER 
LIKED THE TERMS UNDER 
WHICH YOU TOOK 
COMMAND. 


HEY, THE ONLY CHARGE 
THEY CAN MAKE STICK. 
IS THE SPAMMING, 


(COMMANDER ANDREVASN, 
ESTABLISH CONTACT WITH 
ADMIRAL BREYA AND GET 
Us SOME COORDINATES. 


YOU MEAN THE TERMS 
WHERE YOU ACCEPT THE 
‘MISSION, O@ FACE TRIAL 
FOR TREASON, MURDER, 
AND GRAND SPAMMING?, 


"YOU NEED TO CAPTURE 
‘SOME MORAL HIGH GROUND 

THAT SITS OUTSIDE OF 
ARTILLERY RANGE. 


SS 


‘COMMANDER, YOUR SISTER CONTACTED YOU | THINK OF IT THIS WAY: IF YOU "ARE YOU SUGGESTING THAT ) | KEVIN, YOU WORK FOR A 
FOR HELP. SHE NEEDS YOU. SHE'S ALSO ON J WERE RUNNING FROM THE POLICE _ | I VALUE MY OWN SKIN OVER MERCENARY COMPANY. 
THE RUN FROM THE LAW, SO BY BRINGING 4 AND FELL THROUGH A HOLE IN THE } THE PRINCIPLE OF LIBERTY?) ( GIVE THE PRINCIPLES & 
HER RENEGADE UNITS BACK TO GENERAL £| ICE, YOU'D LET THEM RESCUE YOU Fests OEATE 
XINCHUB, YOU'RE HELPING HER. AND TAKE YOU TO JAIL RATHER 

THAN DROWN, RIGHT? 


ae 


FIGURE THAT, 
‘COLONEL? 


‘OKAY.TUL CALL MY SISTER AND | [WERE NOT SENDING ANFTHING THANK You FoR Tips not THAT. IF WE 
See WitAT sie WANTS, BUT ON A | ALONG TO THe GENERAL UNTIL THOSE TERMS ARE | BEING REASONABLE, J/CALL GENERAL KINCHUB 
ONE CONDITION. WEVE HAD & CHANCE TO. ACCEPTABLE. FOR RENFORCEMENT ON 

EVALUATE THE WHOLE rarer 


SITUATION. € : 
Ae pear ene 


BROTHER! 


HEY, BREYA. 1GOT 
YOUR MESSAGE, 


YOU SAID YOU 


TVE SEEN CUT OFF 


WANTED TO HIRE FROM FAMILY FOR 


US. WHAT'S UP? 


MONTHS NOW. IT'S 
GOOD TO SEE A 
FAMILIAR FACE, TALK 
TO ME, BROTHER, 


KEVIN, BUSINESS 
‘CAN WAIT, I'M GLAD 
TO SEE YOU AGAIN, 


SIS, IF YOU CAN'T PAY US CASH, 
JUST COME OUT AND SAY SO, 


‘SEE? I'VE MISSED 
‘THAT SPECIAL LEVEL 
‘OF COMMUNICATION 

‘YOU AND I SHARE. 


KEVIN, DO YOU REMEMBER, THEN THERE WAS THE PART WHERE WE 
‘THAT GATEKEEPER HARDWARE CUT EARTH OFF FROM THE WORMGATE 
WE HAD YOU EXAMINING THE NETWORK, UPSET COMMERCE GALAXY= 
LAST TIME [HIRED YOU WIDE, STARTED A PAN-GALACTIC WAR, 
AND SPAWNED A RACE OF #50 MILLION 
BLUE-HAIRED, ENGINEER CLONES... 


my WELL, YEAH. MOSTLY, THOUGH, I 
RECALL BEING ABDUCTED, CLONED, KILLED, 
"ALMOST KILLED, AND THEN STRANDED. 


THAT LAST PART TURNED 
‘OUT OKAY, THE GAME-SHOW 
NETWORK BROUGHT BACK 
“THE IRON CHEMIST.” 


‘GOOD POINT, 


@ 


KEVIN, WE FOUND 
'AREALLY, REALLY, 
INTERESTING. 

Ip WORMGATE 


EH, HOW INTERESTING 
CAN ANY WORMGATE BE? 

I'VE ALREADY HACKED "EM AND 
PUBLISHED ALL THEIR BIG SECRETS. 


WELL, THE EXTERIOR 
PLATING ON THIS ONE)| JUST LIKE THE INTERNET, IT GETS USED FOR 
DATES IT ABIT. IT'S f)] ENTERTAINMENT, RESEARCH, PERSONAL CALLS, AND 
SEACH. THE NOT-50-ODD SPOT OF CRIMINAL ACTIVITY. 


‘OH, IN GALACTIC TERMS IT'S, 
JUST A BABY. IT'S BETWEEN 
Eighy AND SIXTEEN MILLION) 


LL BITE, 
HOW OLD IS ITF. 


"ERENCE IS THAT SOME 
FTL IN ADDITION TO FIFO. 


SIs, THAT'S LONG 
ENOUGH THAT THE. 
THING COULD HAVE 
FLOWN HERE FROM 
ANDROMEDA. 


YEAH, THAT'S WHAT WE THOUGHT, TOO. 
TM SENDING MY COORDINATES, SO, DO 
YOU WANT TO HELP US MAKE FIRST 
CONTACT WITH A CIVILIZATION IN 
ANOTHER GALAXY? IT COULD 

BE DANGE-. 


SIS? YOU THERE? 


( ENNESBY! ) 


Tm on if, The 
signal termination 
is not consistant 
with a downed 
router or other 
signal-path 
broblam, 


The way those last 
packets arrived... it 
looks exactly like 
catastrophic nada 
damage at the other 
end of the ling. 


THAT TEARS IT. I'VE GOT HER. 
‘COORDINATES, LET'S GET OUT, 
‘THERE AND BE PREPARED TO. 
RENDER ASSISTANCE. 


‘SORRY, ADMIRAL. IF YOUD 
ANTICIPATED THE SHOT, 
IT WOULD HAVE LOOKED. 
LESS CREDIBLE. 


t 


A PRINCIPAL SIMILARITY IS THAT 
BOTH NETWORKS CAN BE SPOOFED. 


EREVA AND I GOT GUT OFF. 
‘THINK SHE'S IN TROUBLE - 1 
WANT TO "PORT OUT THERE| 
‘ASAP, WEAPONS HOT. 


LETS NOT BE 
HASTY. | WANT 
ALTERNATIVES, 


T concur, si 
The signal 
tormination 
looked hostile. 


HMMM... [SUPPOSE IT'S 
POSSIBLE THAT GENERAL 
KINCHUS HIRED MULTIPLE: 
PARTIES TO FIND HER, AND 
SOMEONE ELSE 1S MUSCLING] 
IN ON YOUR BOUNTY, 


‘AS. WE. SPEAK. 


GO WEAPONS HOT, 
POP THE OUTRIDERS, 
AND LET'S "PORT. 


KEVIN, GO TELL LIEUTENANT 
‘COMMANDER DER TRIHS THAT 
HE CAN YELL "BATTLESTATIONS" 
(ON THE WAY INTO HIS TANK, 


ENNESEY, T™ SLAVING THE WHOLE 
‘PORT TO YOU, PATTERN RINGO 
EPSILON. LET'S ROLL OUT OUR 
‘OWN RED CARPET. 


sir. Ironing the carpot ‘are in active Jy | WAITING TO USE THAT STUPID 


TZ. looks Frea and clear,) [lle're in, sir. The WOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN 
with tanks now... Mar "CEREAL" PUN? 


ion mode, but 


Confirmed 
Rolling red 
carpet with ona 


half-sproad oF 


I don't soe a 
welcome wagon, 


Ever since 
you lat ma 
ame the 
ship, sir. 


No rosistance. Everybody 

‘stand by to pour some 
Serial Peacemaker into a 
big bow! of “no-problom.” 


Ti FIVE-BY-FIVE ON THE 
TERAPEDO ACQUISITION NET. 
NO HOSTILES, NO TARGETS, 
NEGATIVE THREAT, SIR 


CONFIRMED, 
LIEUTENANT 
‘COMMANDER, 


THAT INSERTION HAD Al 
WHOLE LOT OF MUSIC 
FOR ALL THE DANCING 
WE'RE DOING. IT'S DEAD 
OUT HERE, 


TF IDIDNT KNOW BETTER, 
'D THINK 1 JUST HEARD A 
‘TANK OFFICER COMPLAIN 
ABOUT BEING BORED. 


HEY, THAT INSERTION WAS FUNT 
LET'S DO IT AGAIN, ONLY THIS 
TIME WITH EVEN LESS SHOOTING! 
AND THEN WE CAN ALL TAKE 
NAPS! 


MUCH BETTER, DER TRINS. 
{WE'LL KEEP YOUR HEAD OUT 
(OF THE JAR FOR AT LEAST A 
LITTLE LONGER, I THINK. 


This system's just 
like our litte beach- 
rofreat. No beacons, 
no_repeaters. 


Td fike to try aut 
the Very Dangerous) 
Array, Mark IT, sir. 


THATS WHATIT'S THEREJ_ | [Telescopes [TAKE SOME FREE CYCLES 
FOR, ENNESSY. [AND COME UP WITH A 
60 AHEAD. CRY HAVOC 2S (DECENT BATTLECRY FOR 
AND LET SLIP THE DOGS THESE THINGS, OKAY? 
OF. NO, THE... UMM. 


Captain, the UDA. has 
Finished a proliminary 
scan of the system, 


Tn terms of mass, Mere 
are three things in this 
system worth paying 
attention ta, Two of them 
are wormgates, and the 
third is the star. Thore 
are no planots. 


Tt looked 

like there might 

ba an asteroid belt, 

but the spectral analysis: 
of tha objects in tha bolt 
was too... regular, iF you 
know what T mean. 


‘OKAY, STOP RIGHT THERE. IF 
YOU'RE ABOUT TO MAKE SOME 
DISGUSTING BOWEL PUN, 


Good call, sir. 
T would have 
had to Force it, and 
tha’s just unhealthy, 


Tr turns auf that the “asteroid - 5 My sister AND THE [Assuming they're no bo WELL TUL JUST 
OE FLAGSHIP ATHENS ARE] ay ing )(/ FILE, THAT UNDER 

t Pp PROBABLYIN THERE J Already an expanding }/-jsppy rHougurs® 

oF space stations, sub-stafions, SOMeWHeRs, RignT? f] Cloud oF monatomic AND save if FoR 


and rolated dobritus. 


So Far thay all 

‘appear to bo of idantical 
design, and they've 

‘ither got shialded power 
‘systems, or they're all dead. 


ANNIHILATION REACTORS, OR "ANN 

BREED THEIR OWN NEUTRONIUM FUEL 

AND BY CONVERTING THAT MASS DIRECTLY TO 
26, HAVE POWER OUTPUT SUFFICIENT TO 

LIGHT CLTTES FOR CENTURIES. 


STARSHIPS, ESPECIALLY 
WARSHIPS, HAVE EVEN 
LARGER ANNIE PLANTS. 


THEY HAVE TO -- THE ENERGY COST INCURRED BY 
MANIPULATING GRAVITY FOR THRUST, INERTIIC 
COMPENSATORS, AND SHIELDING WOULD MAKE A 
LAND-LUBBING METER-READER WET HIMSELF 


THERE IS A DRAWBACK, 
THOUGH. POWER USE ON 
THESE SCALES IS 50 FAR 
OUT OF PROPORTION TO 
THE STRENGTH OF EVEN 
VERY UNCONVENTIONAL 
MATERIALS THAT SPACE 


BATTLES DO NOT LEAVE 
MANY MERELY WOUNDED 
‘SHIPS BEHIND. NO, WHAT 
GETS LEFT BEHIND 15 
EXPANDING cLouDs OF 
WHAT USED TO BE VERY 
EXPENSIVE COMPOSITES. 


THUS, WHEN YOU FIND A WOUNDED SHIP, YOU MAY 
BE LOOKING AT EVIDENCE OF EXTREME COMPETE 


Sir, scans have located 
tha Athens. Or half of 


Hor aft half is 
gone, annia-plant and 
everything. The Fore section 
‘and annie-plant are still intact. 


TS THIS BATTLE SCARRING, 
FROM THE BUUTHANDI. 
ATTACK, OR SOMETHING 
MORE RECENT? 


Unknown. For all T can 
toll, they could have 
accidentally blown that 
and of the ship off 

la backing out of 

the driveway, 


Tva got Athens on 
tightbeam, ralayed 
through the UDA 


AY ADmieaL seeVA, 
THIS 1S CAPTAMN 
TAGON, BO YOU 

NEED ASSISTANCE? 


CAPTAIN WELCOME TO ZOOJACKI 
WE'RE FINE, JUST HAVING ALITTLE, 
HYPERNET TROUBLE. I'M SORRY. 
FOR THE FALSE ALARM. 


"FALSE ALARMe HALF OF 
YOUR SHIP IS GONE AND WE 
‘SHOW YOUR LIFE-SUPPORT 
AT ABOUT 10% NOMINAL! 


TF HATS PERT TROURE TT] 
u THINK YOU'RE USING THE 
Beene eS 


wy 


ey 

WELL, NOW THAT 
YOU MENTION IT, 
THERE ARE A COUPLE 
“OF LITTLE THINGS You 
‘COULD HELP US WITH. 


WHAT KIND OF HELD 
ARE YOU LOOKING TO. 
HIRE, ADMIRAL? 


MOSTLY I NEED KEVIN'S. 
EXPERTISE IN A PURELY 
TECHNICAL CONTEXT. 


THIS SOUNDS LIKE A CHEAP. 
GIMMICK TO MAKE MONEY 
OFF OF YOUR GRUNTS. 


TT SOUNDS LIKE YOU WANT THE 
"MAD SCIENTIST" PACKAGE. WE'VE 
STANDARDIZED OUR OFFERINGS A, 
LITTLE BIT. KEVIN NOW COMES, 
WITH A MANDATORY FULL 
PLATOON OF SOLDIERS AND A 
HALF-SOUADRON OF TANKS. 


GREYA, THE LAST TIME KEVIN TOOK A 
"PURELY TECHNICAL” JOB FROM YOU HE 
ENDED UP DEAD, AND WE GOT A GATE- 
CLONE BACK IN HIS PLACE, 


CHEAP GIMMICK TO MAKE 
MONEY OFF OF THE GRUNTS. 


YOU KNOW THE DRILL, BREYA. TLL 
NEED FIFTY PERCENT IN ADVANCE 
BEFORE WE COMMIT PERSONNEL 
(OR MATERIEL TO THE FIELD ON 
YOUR ACCOUNT. 


WEMIGHT AS WELL GET THIs OVER 
WITH. I DON'T HAVE CASH, TAGON. 
POLITICS BACK HOME HAVE DRIED. 
UP MY FUNDS, 
WERE FRIENDS, 
RIGHT? CAN WE 
WORK THIS OUT®, 


TM4ust Asis [MYAPPEAL TO THE COKLES OF 
SOFTIE, ADMIRAL, | YOUR HEART APPEARS TO HAVE, 

FOR YOU, EIGHTY ] FOUND YOU COCKLE-LESS. J —J’AND SINCE YOU'RE 

PERCENT. CASH, ‘OBVIOUSLY IN DIRE 

STRAITS, PLLLET YOU. 

AY IN ADVANCE, 


‘OKAY, HOW ABOUT I GIVE YOU 
‘A.CUT OF WHAT WE'RE INTO. 
HERE? PUT PETEY AND KEVYN 
‘ON, THEYLL SEE THE VALUE OF 


BREYA, THE POST- 
DATED CHECK LOAN 
WAS DESTROYED IN 
SUBTERFUGE ACTION 
BY TAUSENNIGAN 
LOYALISTS, PETEY'S 
NOT WITH US 
ANYMORE, 


WELL, THISTL WORK OUT JUST 
FINE THEN. YOU DON'T HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO DO THE JOB THAT I 
‘DON'T HAVE THE CASH TO PAY 


NOW T'M CURIOUS, ADMIRAL. L THOUGHT THAT UNS. OH, SO ATHENS IS TM SORRY TO, 
WHAT DID YOU NEED PETEY'S FABBERS LEVERAGED DEAD THEN, TOO. 

HELP WITH I THOUGHT YOU SHIP A.L, FOR CONTROL 

WANTED TO HIRE KEVIN? circulTs. 


€ 


ws, 
= LITTLE FABSER TIME WOULD 
Me too. Sho was 


SS eirtSireocencuits roe 
y @ real hottie. I 
THE FABSER WE'VE GOT LEFT. AND 3 

{ UNTIL THAT'S UP AND RUNNING WE was hoping For 
CAN'T EVEN BEGIN OUR REPAIRS. ‘some strip chess, 


TAGON, YOURE A BETTER 
NEGOTIATOR THAN I TOOK 


TN ONE SHORT SESSION YOUVE MANAGED, 
TO PRY QUT EVERYTHING WE NEED TO 
LAY OUR PLAN TO RECAPTURE BREYA 
AND THE REMAINDER OF HER FORCES, 


YOU KNOW, MOSTLY 
WAS JUST ANTAGONIZING 
HER FOR SPORT, 


SOMETIMES IT 
DEPRESSES ME 
WHEN | SEE 
JUST HOW 
WELL DUMB 
‘LUCK WORKS 
FOR YOU. 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY TRANSPORT 
‘SERIAL PEACEMAKER PLANS ARE LAID 
‘FOR THE VIOLENT BETRAYAL OF OLD 
FRIENDS, 


TDON'T KNO! 
COLONEL. 1 DON'T 
FEEL GOOD ASOUT 
‘THIS PLAN, 


WHAT'S T0 FEEL GOOD ABOUT? 
WE'RE PLANNING THE CAPTURE 
OF YOUR FORMER C.0., AND THE 
SISTER OF ONE OF YOUR 
OFFICERS. 


GOOD ALL THE TIME, | HAVE 
TO WONDER WHY YOU PICKED 
A CAREER AS A MERCENARY. 


COLONEL, IT'S THE PLANT DONT 
FEEL GOOD ABOUT. NOT THE 

cane [AND HERE | THOUGHT 

YOU WERE GOING TO 

START STICKING UP 

FOR MY SISTER, 


AGREE THAT WITH THIS. 
INFORMATION WE SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO CAPTURE BREYA AND 
‘THE ATHENS, BUT SOMETHING 
DOESN'T ADD UP. 


‘OKAY, WE KNOW THE CURRENT 
DISPOSITION OF ATHENS, 
BREYA, HER CREW, AND, 
‘COLONEL JAKSMOUTH'S 
MARINES. SENSORS HAVE 
FOUND THE FRIGATE 
SARASOTA PARKED INSIDE 
STATION ALPHA. 


TAGON, WE'VE BEEN INVITED TO 
‘ASSUME POSITIONS OPTIMAL TO 
THE QUICK CAPTURE OF OUR 
TARGETS. WE CAN DO THIS 

WITHOUT FIRING SHOTS. 


Tagan’s right. 
Tt dogsn't 
add up. 


"AND WHO WOULD KNOW 
BETTER THAN A HOVERING 
CALCULATOR? 


You wound 
me, Colonel, 


Given the damage to Athens 
there are too many surviving 
crew and marines, unless 
most of them ware station 
side when her Fore 
Finnie-plant blew. 


Tow Took a 
the way those 
Forces are 
currenly 
doplayed. 


Conclusion: 
Athans got hit 
in this system, 
by an enemy 
Broya has not 
told us about. 


an gnemy sho's 
fofanding against. 


TToIp YouTT 
DIDN'T ADD Up. 


I BOW TO YOUR 
TACTICAL GENIUS, 


That would 

bo me you're 
bowing ta, ¢ 

right, purple 
chooks? 


WE CAN'T DEPEND ON THESE | (MAXIM 29: THE ENEMY OF MY | | WE EITHER NEED AN || REINFORCEMENTS 11'S UNANIMOUS, 
UNSEEN ENEMIES OF BREYA'S ENEMY IS MY ENEMY'S | | OVERWHELMING Cur INTO OUR WE NEED MORE 
‘TO MAKE IT ANY EASIER FOR J [ ENEMY, NO MORE, NO LESS. | | FORCE ADVANTAGE, BOUNTY, INFORMATION, 
US TO CAPTURE HER. OR WE NEED MORE REMEMBER? 


INFORMATION, 


KEVIN, TM SENDING SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK'S SPECIAL FORCES 
SQUAD ALONG FOR YOUR, 
SECURITY. DON'T GO 
[ANYWHERE ALONE, 

OKAY? 


“SERGEANT, KEEP KEVIN SAFE. 
DON'T LEAVE His SIDE, AND BO) 
WHATEVER IT TAKES TO KEEP 
HIM OUT OF TROUBLE, 


‘Sorry commander 
You're confined 
cuarters, 


(DO ALMOST WHATEVER IT 
TAKES TO KEEP HIM OUT OF) 


TROUBLE, 


‘Okay, okay, Youre 
confined to the 


ENNESBY, YOU'RE MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE FOR THIS 


T think you'll 
Find I'm a 
fot more 
intalligant 
than /hat. 


YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN. 


GET IN THERE AND FIGURE 


(OUT WHAT BREYA'S UP. 
AGAINST. 


1'M PUTTING HALF OF THE ARMOR 
‘SQUADRON AT YOUR DISPOSAL, IN 


WHEN THE GOING GETS 
‘TOUGH, THE TOUGH 
CALL FOR CLOSE AIR 

SUPPORT, 


"ADMIRAL, T'™ SENDING KEVIN EXCELLENT, WELL | | SERGEANT SCHLOCK'S SPECIAL | | THERE GOES THE "AND IT GOES UP IN 
‘OVER TO JOIN YOU AT THE ‘APPRECIATE HIS | | FORCES SQUAD IS COMING -4 | NEIGHEORHOOD, FLAMES AT THE FIRST 
ZOOJACK ALPHA HELP, AND I'M GLAD | | WITH HIM, AND IS NOT TO SIGN OF TROUBLE, 
COORDINATES YOu LEAVE HIS SIDE: ‘JUST SO YOU KNOW: 
PROVIDED. 


PLEASE, ENTERTAIN ME WITH YOUR 
DEFINITION OF THE WORD “COMMINGLE-* 
YOU CAN USE GESTURES IF YOU LIKE. 


TDIDN'T ORDER ANY COMMINGLING, 
MY TROOPS KNOW BETTER THAN 
TO DO THAT WHILE ON DUTY. 


TAGON, TM NOT SURE | LIKE 
‘YOUR APPROACH HERE. OUR 
FORCES ARE DANGEROUSLY 
COMMINGLED WITH OUR 


THE ZOOTACK SYSTEM GOT ITS NAME FROM ADMIRAL BREYA, THE THOUSANDS 
OF SPACE-STATIONS BELTING THE CENTRAL STAR ARE ALL JACK-SHAPED, AND 
ARE FULL OF LIFE-FORMS FROM ALL OVER THE GALAXY, LIKE GAME PRESERVES, 


THE NICE THING ABOUT GAME PRESERVES IS 
THAT THEYRE GREAT PLACES TO RESUPPLY. 


WHA 
SEE, BERT? I FOUND THE HERD. 
rs WE'RE EATIN' MEAT 
TONIGHT! 


WHOOPS, HANG ON, THE TARZAN GANG | [AFFIRMATIVE. TLL POP 
THERE'S A TRIBE OF (COULD BE HERE ALL |] A FLASH-BANG OVER 
CAT-MONKEYS STALKING DAY. LET'S SCARE | | THEIR HEADS, 


OUR DINNER Soir 


‘SCARE AWAY, 
THE GAME? 


‘OH, WHOOPSIE. ) [NO OFFENSE, BUT FOR ALL THE GENE-TWEAKING 
THEY'VE DONE ON YOU GUYS, YOU'D THINK SOME- 
BODY WOULD HAVE FOUND A WAY TO WORK 
‘AROUND 25,000 YEARS OF SNEAKING UP ON 


YOU REMEMBER HABAN I, 


TT G00D 10 
SEE YOU Ag 
HUSSANDIe 
| me 


MY HUSBAND? 


Ln 


TALK TO YOUR CAPTAIN ASOUT 


TAM HOT GOING TO BE THE 
‘ONE TO REPORT BACK TO 
(OUR DEAR MOTHER THAT 
YOU ELOPED WITH A 
CyBORS. 


BREYA, YOU'RE GOING 
TO HAVE TO CALL MOM 
YOURSELF. 


TT. THE CLAUSE “REPORT TO. 
LADY ANDREYASN ON MARITAL 
‘STATUS OF HER ONLY DAUGHTER" 
TS BURIED IN THE FINE PRINT OF 

YOUR CONTRACT. 


T prefer the 
term person, 


le got off fo a 
rocky start, brather, 
Lot me tall you 
about the artifact. 


We captured @ gatekeeper memory 
unit, which led us here to Zoojack 
system. Both wormgates hare are 
Aon-Functional, bu according to 
PSherl-Ganni records, one of them 
used to lead ta Andromeda. 


We did a little bit of 
probing, and boliove 
that it can be re- 
activated. 


WHAT MAKES YOU THINK WE CAN RE-ACTIVATE 
THIS ANDROMEDAN WORMGATE? IF WHAT YOU. 
SAY IS TRUE, IT'S AT LEAST EIGHT MILLION 
YEARS OLD, AND HAS BEEN DISABLED FOR THE 
LAST 100,000, 


Well, Hhens ts) ~——— 
‘OW THAT’ 


evidence that 
its defenses 
still_ work. 


PERFECT. LET" 
SEE IF | READ 
YOU ON THIS. 


YOU WANT ME TO STICK MY HAND 
IN SOMETHING THAT BLEW YOUR 
WARSHIP IN HALF THE LAST TIME 
YOU TOUGHED IT? 


Weil be waiting 
back here, with 
escape pods. 


WABAN, IF AN EIGHT-MILLION: 
YEAR-OLD ARTIFACT IS BOOBY- 
TRAPPED, AND DOESN'T WANT 
‘TOBE TOUCHED, WHO ARE 

WE TO GO TRYING TO 

‘TAKE IT APART? 


Th, come on, What happened 
to the Kevyn I remember... 
the one who invented the 

foraport and solved 
the wormgate 
efficiency 

puzzle? 


HAPPEN TO BE THE 
GATE-CLONED KEVIN 
WHO KNOWS FULL WELL 
THAT HIS TINKERING 
PROGENITOR GOT 
PERMANENTLY 


TT's ABOOBY- 
TRAPPED, MAN- 
EATING HORSE 
OF DOOM! 

NO WAY. 


Tm a gate-clone 
myself, Kevyn. Now 
got back on the 
horse, chau? 


TFs simple to make your] Wu... THAT COULD Tr could have boon Ji [PemrecTtr sire sas ay 
invostigation porFactiy 2 ravitic, or maybe 1 

safe, Ue'll just sot up a wormhaia-basad, but ) || Waa riers amie 15 ote Me 
hypernet telepresence mostly we just don't 

rig, and park you light 

ears away From the 

artifact, 


‘TELL ME, WHAT KIND OF 
ATTACK DID THIS THING 
LAUNCH AGAINST THE 
ATHENS TO BLOW IT IN 
HALF AND KILL ITS AL? 


‘ABOARD ZOOTACK STATION ALPHA, COMMANDER 
KEVYN ANDREVASN SPENDS A FEW MOMENTS 
ALONE WITH THE HEAD OF HIS SECURITY DETAIL. 


‘SCHLOCK, YOU USED TO HAVE A CRUSH! 
‘ON MY SISTER, RIGHT? HOW DO YOU 
be{ FEEL ABOUT HER BEING MARRIED NOW?| 


I'm Fine 


YOU'RE NOT HOLDING 
ANYTHING BACK FROM 
ME, ARE YOU? 


YOU'RE NOT HAREORING ANY, TM JUST LOOKING 
‘SUBTLE URGES TO, OH, LET'S ‘OUT FOR YOU, 
SAY... INCINERATE' MY CYBORG BRO: 
BROTHER-IN-LAW? 


4 


Gran... commander® | ]__ [WHATS THE MATTER, SERGEANT? ‘No. That's\\ [actualy what 1) _( DONT Worry, IM JUST 


one Chirk my Gear ARE YOU WORRIED THAT THIS] just sity. | | meant Go'say was) \ CHECKING THEIR NOTES 
acing fo 2 ua See OsTan Wace] (ean Se.) |e! Thabo’) THB Sap 
Sood i you SIMULTANEOUSLY DANGEROUS YET 
ee pane 
something ‘THE GLORIOUS: 
that kills OPPORTUNITY 


SOLDIER 
WiTH Your 


‘COLONEL, WE'VE LOST. WHAT 00 YOU THINKIT 15? 
TOUCH WITH A PAIR OF OUR JMNM SIGNAL PROBLEMS DEEP IN 
PROVISIONING SCOUTS, THE OUTJACK? 


ZOOIACK ALPHA 
FTELD HO, 711" 
UNS. MARINES 


TM THINKING “CHARLIE 
FOXTROT,” SIR. WE LOST. 
EVERYTHING. TRANSPONDERS, 
IFF, HNET. 


‘YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SAY. I 
AIN'T A PROPER CHARLIE 
FOXTROT UNTIL YOU'VE GOT. 
‘THE BRASS INVOLVED. 


‘OH, LOOK AT 
THAT. YOU'RE 
INVOLVED, 


CAPTAIN KERCHAK, | Ul YEAH. I'VE SENT 
UNDERSTAND YOUVE } 9, ANOTHER Paik 
LOST A COUPLE OF TO THEIR LAST 
SCOUTS. =<? REPORTED 

LOCATION. 


DO YOU HAVE ANY 
THEORIES, CAPTAIN? 


COLONEL, TF T HAD THEORIES 
1 WAS READY TO TALK ABOUT, 
1 WOULDN'T BE SENDING 


‘VERY GOOD CAPTAIN. 
TLL JUST BE BACK 
HERE GIVING YOU 
‘MORE ROPE, 


BRAVO COMMAND, "COURSE, THEY'RE NOT PEOPLE \ Tr COPY THAT, 
THIS 1S FISHBAIT ONE, || ANYMORE. SOMEBODY HERE HAS ) [ FISHBAIT, TAKE 
WE'VE FOUND OUR GRAW GUNS. OUR GUYS NEVER 

STOOD A CHANCE, 


(EFFECTS, THEN 
2 OIGHTAIL IT 


THAT'S TEN SECONDS 
LONGER THAN T WANT 
TO BE LOOKING AT 
THIS MESS, 


SHUT UP_AND HELP 
ME FIND THE OTHER 


"ADMIRAL, WE HAVE AN, 
UNKNOWN, HEAVILY: ARMED 
OPPONENT LOOSE SOMEWHERE 
IN THE STATION PRESERVE. 


YOU'VE GOT OVER 150 MARINES 
WITH BIG GUNS, COLONEL. WHAT'S 
THE PROBLEM? Toc oop 


[ARMOR PLATOON 
WHEN 4 7HENS | 
WAS HIT. 


SO BASICALLY YOURE 
COMPLAINING THAT THE 
GUNS YOU'VE GOT AREN'T| 
BIG ENOUGH, THAT'S 
PRETTY TYPICAL, 


TDONT SUPPOSE YOURE FAMILIAR WITH 
THE LATEST SCHOLARLY TREATISES ON 
FEMALE CHAUVINISM? 


PI WRITTEN By MEN 
(WITH SMALL GUNS, 
NO DOUBT, 


KEVIN, CAN WE ][NO, AS MY SHORT, GREEN 
BORROW THE Jo BODYGUARD WiLL TELL 
‘TANKS YOUR | (you, THEYRE SUPPOSED 
CAPTAIN SENT) TO'BE PROTECTING ME. 
WITH YOU? (THAT'S THE WHOLE POINT. 


SERGEANT, MY MARINES TELL ME THAT THERE 
TS AN UNKNOWN, HEAVILY-ARMED FORCE. 
LOOSE ON THIS STATION, AND THEY MIGHT. 
NEED TANKS TO KILL IT. 


Cool! I'l tell the 
metalheads they 
get to mount up 
For some hunting. 


SIS, 1 THINK YOU SHOULD KNOW 
THAT SOME OF THOSE BUTTONS 
YOU'RE PUSHING CAN BE 

USED TO LAUNCH 


EIGHT TANKS AND A FULL COMPANY OF LIGHTLY-ARMORED THE TANKS ARE MODERN MIRACLES OF ENGINEERING: THEIR GRAVITIC 
SOLDIERS STREAK ACROSS THE ARTIFICTAL WILDERNESS DRIVES, MULTICANNONS, AND SHIELDING ALLOW THEM TO FUNCTION 
(OF ZOOSACK STATION ALPHA.. THE “OUTIACK." SIMULTANEOUSLY AS ARTILLERY, ARMOR. AND ATR SUPPORT. 


THE MOST IMPRESSIVE PART OF THES SCENE, HOWEVER, 15 THE SCENERY 
ITSELF. THE “OUTIACK” IS OVER 4.000 SQUARE KILOMETERS OF UNBROKEN 
WILDERNESS FOLDED INTO ABOUT 1000 CUBIC KILOMETERS. HIGHLY 

ADVANCED SYSTEMS PROVIDE CONSTANT GRAVITY FOR A LANDSCAPE THAT 
‘5A TOPOLOGICAL COUSIN TO A HAMPER PILED FULL OF DIRTY SHEETS. 


THE SOLDIERS’ UNIFORMS ARE NO LESS MIRACULOUS: THEIR 
POWERED FULLERENE FABRICS ARE ALL BUT IMPERVIOUS TO 
CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS, AND THEIR INERTIIC SYSTEMS 
GIVE THE TROOPS FLIGHT, AFTER A FASHION. 


ROGER THAT. ALL 
UNITS, CUT SPEED 

BY 25 PERCENT. 
WERE LOSING OUR 


TANGO LEADER, IF YOU'D 
CARE TO STEP OUT OF THAT 
CAN OF YOURS, T'LL SHOW. 
YOU WHO'S CRUNCHY. 


SH'VOU! THOUGHT YOU, 
SAID THIS WAS A 
PRIVATE CHANNEL! 


FOR CERTAIN VALUES OF 
PRIVATE, YES... YES IT IS. 


COOPERATION BETWEEN ARMOR AND INFANTRY, 
HOWEVER TENUOUS, SHOULD PROBABLY ALSO BE 
LISTED AMONG THE MAJOR MIRACLES PRESENT. 


WEVE REACHED GROUND ZERO. THOSE GREASE \ [SoRRY. ATTEMPTING 
ELF, ASSIST CAPTAIN KERCHAK STAINS USED TO \) ExrRACTION OF FooT 
BE SOLDIERS OF \| FROM MOUTH NOW. 


WHAT EXACTLY ARE MINE, LIEUTENANT. 
WE LOOKING FOR? 


SIR, WE FOUND SOME $0 OUR BOYS GOT A NOT SO FAST, CAPTAIN, THE 
FLASH-BANG SIGN ON THE || GRENADE OFF BEFORE) || REMAINS AT GROUND ZERO 
ROCKS ABOUT 200 meTERS || THEY GOT HIT. WHAT ARE NOT CONSISTENT WITH 
FROM GROUND ZERO. OES THAT TELL US? DEFENSIVE POSTURE 


FORGIVE THE INTRUSION, BUT 
ISN'T IT POSSIBLE THAT THIS 
“ATTACK’ WAS JUST 
AUTOMATED STATION, 


WE THOUGHT OF THAT, ELF. [THERE'S ALSO THE FACT 
THE ENERGY PROFILE IS ALL | THAT THE ONLY THING 
WRONG, GRAW GUNS PULSE] > DISRUPTED WAS OUR 
ON A LOT OF DIFFERENT ¢ (GUYS AND THEIR GEAR 
BANDS, AND NONE OF THE 

STATION SYSTEMS PULSED. 


THE GRASS UNDER EEEW. YOU 
AND AROUND THEM 
1S UNDISTURBED. 


YEAH, LIEUTENANT 
IGORYOB! CAN EAT 
‘LASAGNA WHILE WATCHING 
‘THE AUTOPSY CHANNEL. 


TETS GET READY TO MOVE OUT JP HAPPY TO OBLIGE, KERCHAK. 
THERE'S A FULL-HORIZON ‘SH'VUU, ELF, YOU HEARD THE 
FOLD ABOUT 2 KLICKS. CAPTAIN... LAST ONE 
THAT WAY. TANGO LEADER, BACK WITH PICTURES 
CAN YOU POP ONE OF WASHES MY TANK. 
YOUR_CANS OVER THE: 

TOP FOR US AND. 


YOU KNOW, THOSE LITLE 
TANKS ARE PRETTY FANCY. 


THEYRE A LOT STEALTHIER 
WHEN THEY'RE NOT BREAKING: 
THE SOUND BARRIER, THOUGH, 


FACE IT EL, YOURE 
“TWICE MY WEIGHT, 


TN THESE TANKS THAT 
‘SHOULONT MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE, 


"OH THEN YOU MUST BE, 
HOLDING BACK, AFRAID OF 
"THE DEMON INSIDE YOU. 


FINE, GET FAR ENOUGH 
‘AHEAD OF ME AND ILL. 


JUST SHOOT YOU. 
An O67 \ 


‘ONE REASON WHY TANK RACING 
NEVER REALLY CAUGHT ON. 


(LIEUTENANT ELLEN “ELF° AT THESE SPEEDS, OVER THESE 

FoxwoRTay AND seRsEANT || || SHORT DISTANCES, TF YOU 

LIB SHVUU ARE RACING, BLINK YOU COULD MESS ALL 
THE ACTION, 


‘TTOLD YOUNOT TO 
‘BLINK NOW I SUPPOSE 
YOU EXPECT A REPLAY? 


7 GET OUT OF THERE. ELFI_ | |[ HE JUST DISINTEGRATED! 
‘AND NOW, THE MOMENT Youve | SH'VUU IS GONE! | \ ‘YOU'RE UNDER ATTACK! 'NO WARNING, NO TELL- 
BEEN WAITING FoR. "woaToIO }\ JUST LOST SH'VUU! 
YOU MISS WHEN YOU BLINKED?" 


THAT DIDN'T SOUND ) J We Just Lost Two [FEH, RUNNING Is 
LIKE A SONIC BOOM, J f TANKS. BETTER PACK | FOR MERCENARIES. 
TANGO LEADER, 


LOOK SHARP MARINES! }j [IEDTENANT, FORM YOuR LT EVERYBODY ELSE (| | CAPTAIN KERCHAK, ARENT | HEY, IF GHARLIE'S 
THE POINT CANS PLATOON UP BEHIND ME. J—\ RETURN TO BASE.)| | YOU WALKING RIGHT INTO / GONNA DANCE THE 
+, TOOK FIRE! WE'RE HEADED FOR THE AMBUSH ELF AND 


YONDER SMOKE. SH'VUU WALKED INTO?, 


THOLD ON, RERCHAK: 
‘OUR ENEMY MAY BE 
CCLOAKED SOMEHOW. 
LET ME PULSE SOME 
MICROWAVES OUT 
THERE FIRST. 


= WHEN T 60, I WANT. 
TO LEAVE A CRATER, 


NOTLIEIN ONE. 


g 


Captain, the armar’s 
in trouble. 


We just lost 
Der Trihs, 
Sh'vuu, 

and EIF. 


We're going ta lose the roast 
of that squadron, and probably 
most oF ‘i's alpha company 
unless you authorize 

ma fo take 

control of 

all our units. 


WE CAN TALK ABOUT, 
HOW NERVOUS IT 
MAKES ME THAT 
YOU GAN DO IT 
‘ONCE THIS 1S 


Uou're nervous? 
I'm the one 
driving Five 
tanks at 

once. 


‘I JUST SAW THAT DOES SOMEONE 
(eae e Tank sage uPA) (OVER HERE HAVE 
THE PAINKILLERS. GIANT SLUG, PAINEILLERS# 


YOU THERE, TANK-GIRL? )] [ WHAT... WHAT D0 | D0? UNM. IVE NEVER USED] | [IT'S EASY. JUST BAG THE BIGGEST) 
DON'T JUST STAND A NANIIY-GAG BEFORE, PIECES FIRST. START WITH PIECES 
THERE ACTING ALL THAT ARE ATTACHED TO HEADS. 
DECANTED. HELP ME 

WITH THE WOUNDED, 


[a 
GRAB A STACK OF 
NANNY-BAGS AND 
START BAGGING. 


‘ONE MINUTE IT'S A MILK RUN, 
THE NEXT MINUTE I'M OUT OF 
(AY TANK BAGGING BODY PARTS 
WITH THE CORPSMAN, 


OKAY, LOOKING FOR 
HEADS TO BAG. BIG PIECES 
‘ATTACHED TO HEADS 


(GOOD THING MOST OF, 


TTHINK FOUND LT. 
COMMANDER DER TRIHS! 
HIS HEAD IS STILL IN 
‘ONE PIECE, TOO! 


THAT IS 5000 


JUST BAG IT, 
SISTER! THERE'LL 
BE TIME TO 
STARE LATER? 


‘CORPSMAN, 1’ FEELING. 
PRETTY LOOPY ON THESE 
WNEDS, PUT LIEUTENANT. 
PONGORYOBI IN 


COMMAND. 


1 CAN'T SIR 
HE'S MOSTLY 


BY THE WAY... THE ARMOR 
SQUADRON BUGGED OUT 
AND DUMPED THEIR PILOTS 


I'm back. We're safe [Now, everybody throw your 
From exploding tanks.) weapons down, and strip to 


T parked ‘am and A your skivies. 
find somabady \ \|_Z 


dumped the annie- 
plants. 
naods ta-rip my | 
head ofF, while 
we're at it 


WHATS THE LITRE 
ROBOT GOING ON 
ABOUT, CORPSMANZ 


HIM, CAPTAIN, HE 
WANTS’ US UNARMED 
AND MOSTLY NAKED. 


Thdeed. Our “enemy” is 
targeting high-density 
energy sources, like the 
‘ones in your powered 
Fullarane_uniForms, 


T DONT FEEL TOO. 
GOOD ABOUT YOUR 
SOLUTION TO THE 


PROBLEM, LITTLE ONE. 


How do you Foo! 
about suddaniy 
exploding pants? 


Sip fEP-ZE OM | PIAL GEAG i, 


CONTRAST. f 
(xen ceas: “ 


SA 
BLUE SKY? pd bey 


HEY... THAT LOOKS, 
{STANDING HERE WAITING LIKE MY B. 


FOR ME TO COME TO. ye, 0 


Og BEEN HURT. 


‘OKAY, LAUGHTER MAY BE GOOD 


ONE, TWO, TWO FEET MISSING HATHA HAT HEY, YOU! YEAH, AS 
LONG AS YOU'RE STANDING UP, | | MEDICINE, BUT IT’S NOT GONNA 
MAKE ME’ANY TALLER JUST YET. 


ONE OF THEM STANDING UP 
OVER THERE. WOULD YOU MIND LOOKING 
AROUND FOR MY OTHER FOOT? 


GET UP, ELF. IF THAT'S YOUR 
FOOT OVER THERE, YOU NEED 
TO START COUNTING BITS AND 
‘SEE WHAT ELSE IS MISSING. 


ALTHOUGH 1 GUESS IF IT'S 
OVER THERE WHERE I CAN SEE 
IT, IT'S NOT REALLY MISSING 


LET'S COUNT OUR 
BLESSINGS, SHALL WE? 


WIGELY CAUTERIZED, 


"ANNIE-PLANT 
"MUST'VE BREACHED: 
RIGHT UNDER MY LAP. 
WAS I BAILING OUT? 


NUMBER ONE... M50. 
GLAD | DON'T REMENBER 
WHAT HAPPENED. 


'BOTH LEGS GONE JUST 
ABOVE THE KNEES. 


WISH | COULD 


REMEMBER WHAT 
HAPPENED. 


FUNNY HOW THERE'S 50 LITTLE 
PAIN. YOU'D THINK THAT WITH AAAAAAAAAARGH 
fovH Lee atasrep Orr po | 

‘ABOVE THE KNEES [D BE 

FEELING SOMETHING. 


"HONNA ALWAYS SAID 
ow ow OW OW OW! NOT TO PICK AT IT. 


T JUST HEARD A SCREAM FOR PUTTING IN 
FROM WHERE THE MINI- CHARGE, T' 
‘TANKS_WENT DOWN. RUNNING THE 
RESCUE PARTY 

MYSELF. 


CORPSMAN, 
FINO ME A 
SERGEANT, 

Now! 


RIGHT. AITKENS! 


IR PAINKILLERS 
SEEM TO HAVE 


CAPTAIN, IT LOOKS: 
LIKE YOUR RESCUE 
PARTY 1S LEAVING 
WITHOUT YOU, 


WOW, LOOKIT HER GO. 
SHE DOES US BIPEDS 
PROUD. 


I KNOW, T KNOW. YOU'RE WASTED ON. 
‘CROSS-COUNTRY, BUT YOU'RE VERY 
DANGEROUS OVER SHORT DISTANCES. 


DO T LOOK LUKE 
‘AN APE IN NEED 
(OF SMALL TALK? 


‘YOUR FEET ARE REMIND ME NOT 
STILL your TO KICK SO HARD 


NEXT TIME. 


GREAT SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES USUALLY SOUND MORE THAT CAN'T SE RIGHT. 
LIKE "HMM, THAT'S FUNNY,” THAN LIKE “EUREKA” 


PLOT THAT AGAIN. 


UP, THEY DON'T DO THISIN} || SCARY STUFF ON MY HANDS INA VERY ScaRY p— (TO CLARIFY:] Up 15 EXTREMELY SCARY. 


CAPTAIN, I FOUND SOME. WELL THAT'S GOOD. TM GLAD] SURE IT IS. YOU SAID THE NUMBERS DONT ADD UP. THE 
NUMBERS THAT DON'T ADD |] IT's NOT SCARY. I'VE GOT OTHER] THEY DON'T ADD UP 7/— ALLOW ME | MANNER IN WHICH THEY DON'T ADD 
‘A VERY SCARY WAY, RIGHT NOW. way, 


YOU MIGHT SAY THAT, 
ALTHOUGH THE 
NUMBERS FAIL TO ADD) 
UP, THE CONCLUSIONS 
DRAWN FROM THIS 
FAILURE CANNOT FAIL 
TO STRIKE FEAR. 


FINE, FINE 1 GOT 
TT. VERY SCARY 
NUMBERS. HOW 

“SCARY ARE THEY? 


WELL, ON A SCALE OF “THAT'S NOT FREE 
CHECKING"10 "HEAT DEATH OF THE UNIVERSE,” 
ID SAY WE'RE LOOKING AT “THE ENEMY HAS A 
‘SUPER-WEAPON WE CAN'T TRACK.” 


"SCARY NUMBERS, YOU READY) || LET ME GUESS: THEYRE ALL GOING | [NO, BUT THATS PRETTY, “THE OWNER'S MANUAL [YEAH, | THOUGHT 
FOR THIS? I PLOTTED THE TO COLLIDE IN A FRENETIC ORGY /} | GOOD, WHERE'D YOU FOR OUR RAILGUNS, TD HEARD IT 
ORBITS OF THE ZOOJACK ‘OF KINETIC DOOM? GET THAT? BEFORE. 
‘STATIONS. 


TF YOU PLOT THE STATION 
‘ORBITS BACK EVEN JUST TWO. 
‘OR THREE LOCAL YEARS, THEY 
START TO CROSS, 


$0 THEY ARE J{ NO... PLOTTING 


GOING TO 
COLLIE. 


THEM BACK WARDS 
TN TIME. 


SO WE SHOULD GE SAFE, 
UNLESS SOMEONE USES A 
TIME MACHINE? 


THAT SIT, 1M GONNA 
HAVE THE DOCTOR 
STOP REFILLING YOUR] 
PRESCRIPTION FOR, 
STUPID PILLS, 


VATA, GET 

(SOME SPEAK 
CLEARLY PILLS 
WHILE YOU'RE 
DOWN THERE, 


TT's SIMPLE, CAPTAIN, [oad ‘SO THERE'S A FLEET OF PLEASE TELL ME YOU HAVENT > CT NOPE, NO SUCH 
SOMETHING INVISIBLE INVISIBLE SATTLEPLATES Jey | HEARD MILITARY GOSSIP ABOUT )(THING. IT'D MAKE 
TO ALL OUR SENSORS 1S LOOSE IN THIS SYSTEM ‘APLEET OF INVISIBLE AGREAT RUMOR, 
SHEPERDING THESE SOMEWHERE? SATTLEPLATES. ‘THOUGH, 
STATIONS FROM 

TIME TO TIME. 


THIS SOMETHING APPEARS TO BE 

‘CAPAPLE OF GENERATING POINT-SOURCES. 
[AND GRADIENTS OF GRAVITIC ENERGY UP TO. 
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF GEES, MAYBE. 
MORE, OH, AND IT CAN DO IT SIMULTANEOUSLY 
IN DOZENS OF PLACES LIGHT HOURS APART. 


THIS MYSTERY 
FORCE OF YOURS IS 
CERTAINLY SCARY, 
BUT WE'VE GOT 
MORE PRESSING 


‘OH? WHAT COULD 
BE MORE PRESSING 
THAN AN UNSEEABLE 
ENEMY WITH A 
‘SUPERWEAPON? 


HOW ABOUT THE 
(CASUALTIES WE'VE TAKEN IN) 
THE OUTJACK, AND THE 
FURTHER CASUALTIES I’ 
TRYING TO PREVENT? 


GAPTAIN, WHAT MAKES 
YOU THINK YOU AND I 
AREN'T TALKING ABOUT 
THE SAME THING? 


T.. OW, GRA, CTTW JUST GONNA FLUSH 
= THE REST OF THOSE 
STUPID-PILLS RIGHT 

DOWN THE HEAD. 


ENNESGY TELLS ME THAT WHATEVER'S 
ATTACKING TROOPS ON THE STATION 
IS TARGETING ANNIE-PLANTS. 


THAT'S WHERE 
THE ATHENS 
GOT HIT, TOO, 


‘SO... EVERY ANNIE-PLANT IN 
‘OUR TANKS, ON OUR SHIP, IN OUR 
SUITS... THEYRE ALL BOMBS, WAITING 
TO BE TRIGGERED BY AN UNSEEN ENEMY. 


THE RISKS ON THIS GIG TF SHE DOESNT START 

JUST STARTED TO WITH “THANKS FOR SAVING: 

‘OUTWEIGH THE PAY. MYLIFE,” VM GOING TO 
‘THROW HER IN THE BRIG. 


WHAT'S COLONEL 
CEETA GOING 
TO SAY? 


DOES THE SERAL 
PEACEMAKER EVEN 
HAVE WERIG? 


ALL I NEED 15 
CORPORAL 
PONTUCCI 
AND SOME 

DUCT TAPE. 


‘CAN WE TERAPORT J | [IT'D BE RISKY. TERAPORTING IS TSIGH* THANKS. LL] IT'S ALOW-TECH ENVIRONMENT, THE NATIVES HAVE 
‘THE TROOPS OUT ¢ | | FAST, BUT IT'S VERY HIGH THAT'S WHAT = THOUGH, THEY SHOULD BE SAFE’) (Spgs. WitY CONT 
OF THE STATION ENERGY. x We COULD LOSE ALLOF) | LWAS AFRAID OF.JT] ENOUGH WALKING OUT, RIGHT? ‘T HAVE A SPEAR? 

“THEM IF OUR ENEMY 1S 

READY WITH ANY SORT OF 

‘GRAVITIC DISRUPTION, 

{AND A TEST WOULD JUST 

‘ALERT THE ENEMY TO 

OUR ACTIVITY. 


‘DEEP IN THE ARTIFICTAL WILDERNESS DUBBED “THE 
OUTIACK," ENSIGN "CHELLE* DIEGO-GARCIA AND 
LIEUTENANT “ELF” FOXWORTHY DISCUSS CLOTHING 


UMMM... CHELLE? WHY 
[ARE YOU RUNNING AROUND 
IN YOUR UNDERWEAR?, 


OH, THAT. ENNESBY AND 
KERCHAK HAD US ALL 
STRIP DOWN, ‘CAUSE 
THE ENEMY IS 

HITTING ANNIE 


LUCKY ME. THINK THE 
POWER PLANT IN MY UNIFORM 
SHORTED OUT IN THE BLAST. | 

HAD TO STOW MY HELMET 
AND GLOVES BY HAND. 


TGUESS YOU CAN 
KEEP YOUR CLOTHES 


BUT TM NOT FLYING OUT 
OF HERE ANYTIME SOON, 


‘ON FRESHLY CAUTERIZED 
STUMPS? SURE, AS LONG 
‘AS YOU DONT MIND ME 
‘SCREAMING IN PAIN WITH 
EACH STEP. 


HEY, WITH YOUR LEGS, YOU KNOW... 
‘SHORTER...DO YOU THINK YOU 
COULD KNUCKLE-WALK? 


WELL, KERCHAK WAS 
GOING TO LEAD A RESCUE. 
PARTY HERE. | BET 
THEY'LL BE HERE ANY 
‘MINUTE, AND COULD 
CARRY YOU BACK. 


THAT IS, IF YOU DONT, 
‘MIND BEING SWEPT OFF 
YOUR FEET BY A NAKED 
GORILLA. 


THATLL BE A 
NEAT TRICK. 


‘OH. SORRY. THAT WAS AN’ 
ACCIDENT, | SWEAR. 


(GOOD NEWS. WE DONT HAVE 
LONG TO WAIT. THINK 1 SEE 
KERCHAK THERE IN THE 
DISTANCE. 


YUP. HE'S GOT A BUNCH 
OF GRUNTS IN TOW, TOO. 
CONSIDER YOURSELF 
RESCUED. 


NPH. IT LOOKS LIKE "AND BEING CHASED 
HE'S BRINGING THE BY NATIVES WITH. 
WHOLE PLATOON, AND SPEARS. 

THE BAGS OF WOUNDED. 


AND THEYRE 


‘STOP WITH THE 
‘GOOD NEWS 
‘ALREADY, 


CAPTAIN, THE TARZAN GANS SO INSTEAD OF FIGHTING [IF YOU MAKE ME SLOW, ‘OH, SURE, 


IS GAINING ON US, We'll Have | (KEEP MOVING. | Fresh, We'LL FIGHT WHEN | DOWN TO EXPLAIN MY MINORITIES 
TO STOP AND DEAL WITH THEM WE'RE TIRED OF RUNNING? ] ORDERS, TILL BE ON GET 10 
EVENTUALLY. TALK RACIST. 


ELF AND CHELLE ARE 
JUST UP AHEAD. WE MAKE 
OUR STAND THERE, ALL 
TOGETHER 


T JUST WISH WE HAD, 
SOMETHING BESIDES Our 
FISTS AND FEET TO MAKE 
A STAND WITH. 


The weapons had 
fo stay in the pile, 
Captain, We couldn't 
risk using them. 


‘Just accept if. No 
Firearms. Think of 
something else. 


YOURE MADE OF STURDY 

STUFF. 1 BET IF WE SHOVE 
YOU IN SOMEBODY'S SOCK, 
YOU'LL MAKE A NICE CLUB’ 


Okay, 50 wo're 
brainstorming. 
Finy other ideas? 


ELF, I'M GLAD YOU'RE 
ALIVE, BUT YOU NEED 
TO UNDRESS, NOW. 


‘CHELLE TOLD ME 
ABOUT Ir. (4 NOT 
UNDRESSING. 


"AY SUIT POWER IS 
DEPLETED. WHATEVER 
BLEW UP MY TANK ISNT 
INTERESTED IN ME 
ANYMORE. 


BESIDES, THIS. 
UNIFORM GIVES NE 
PLENTY OF PROTECTION) 
AGAINST THE SPEARS 
COMING UP THE HILL. 


ELE, YOU MIGHT 
BE PUTTING US 
ALL IN DANGER 


(OH, AND IF THAVE TO 
STAND MY GROUND WITH 
NO FEET, 'M NOT GONNA 
DO IT UNARMED. 


EIF, don’t try 
to use that 
gun. 


Your tank was attacked after Tur unseen enemy mighh |[Or, iF the scouls’ remains are 
breaking the sound barrier. ‘settle For simply blowing the p-any indication, we might Find 
The projectiles Fram weapon up in your Face. |] ourselves scraping you into a 
our pistol are anny bag with tortilla chips. 


tionally 
ovary bit T wilt NEVER 
a5 energetic, @ EAT MEXICAN 


‘SPREAD OUT, MONKEYS? REMEMBER, ANYTHING 5O-1T'5 JUST LIKE] [YEAH, JUST LIKE DODGEBALL, 
THE SPEARCHUCKERS THEY THROW AT US WE DODGEBALL, DON'T GET “OUT” 
HAVE US IN RANGE! CAN PICK UP AND. ONLY POINTY. 


Youre |-— NO JOKE. SOMETHING OUT THERE Is 


Joking, | KRING MODERN WEAPONS AND ARMOR. 
rights BUT YOU... EVEN BUCK- 
NAKED YOU'RE AN EVEN 

MATCH FOR AGUTIN 

POWERED ARMOR, 


PUNCHING OUT A FEW AOS 
WHILE THEY STICK SPEARS IN 
YOU SHOULD BE CHILD'S PLAY. 


like 


beer. 


WERE WASTING TIME 
DISCUSSING THIS, YOU'RE 
GOING TO HAVE TO COVER 
ALOT OF GROUND FAST. 


ENNESEY SOUIRTED ME 
‘THESE DIRECTIONS. 


YOU DO GOOD PUPPY DOS 
EYES FOR SOMEONE WHO'S, 
NEVER OWNED A PUPPY. 


Praising “em 1s [HAND OVER THE AMMO, 
too much work }— TOO, MISTER PET 
For the stringy |  \ STORE GOURMET. 


meat you enc 
tp with 


GOTT, WHERE |[Taotta ao pound ‘Sorry. This ‘OH SURE. 
Bee Vou one || See are Figrt's ony For) {mua it WN. 


with sticks’ into naked people. 
the locals. 


‘NATURAL LOCOMOTION IS ONE 
‘AREA WHERE NATURAL SELECTION 
5 PARTICULARLY FIERCE, 


(CRITTERS THAT CANT RUN FASTER 
THAN WHAT THEY EAT DONT LIVE 
TO MAKE MORE CRITTERS. 


(OF COURSE, NEITHER DO CRITTERS 
THAT CANT RUN FASTER THAN 
WHAT'S TRYING TO EAT THEM. 


FOR A CRITTER THAT EATS ANYTHING, 
HAS NONATURAL PREDATORS, AND 
LOOKS LIKE HE NEVER EVOLVED VERY FAR 
FROM SLIME, SCHLOCK IS A LOT FASTER 
THAN HE HAS ANY BUSINESS BEING. 


ENNESGY TELLS ME THAT | [HE ALSO SAID THEY ONLY RAVE 
ELF SURVIVED. SH'VUU, J | A FEW MINUTES BEFORE THE 
HOWEVER, IS DEAD. LOCALS ARE IN SPEAR RANGE, 


UNLESS WE WANT TO RISK 
‘TERAPORTING THEM OUT, 
'SCHLOGK IS THEIR BEST HOPE. 


HED BETTER HURRY, 


HEY... WHAT‘S WRONG WITH 
THAT BOCCEROSP. 

TOOKS Like IT 

ROLLED INA 

DUNG-HEAP. 


YEAH, BUT WHY IS IT CHARGING 
INSTEAD OF ROLLING AROUND 
IN THE GRASS? 


TT THINK IT MIGHT BE RUNNING FROM 
THE TREE GROWING OUT OF ITS BUTT. 


<2 you know, ZF ANY OF 
THE KIDS SEE THAT, WE'LL HAVE 
WHOLE HERDS OF 800 RUNNING 
FROM FRESHLY PLANTED TREES. 


‘OKay, Jeremi 


; ian] Who cares iF bheyve Heyl 1 hace even 
We're gonna run 


seen us? We can started to make 


down the guys with)| | Fake ‘em. 
spears there. 


“Thanks For the sharp ]]| You look Kinda primive, 0 AAAAUGH! \\| That one’s Gonna cost 
sticks, Fur-face. Now ||| Il explain it to you with a BARAASARUGH! # 

Fd like to talk to you} || good ‘beating that says TALKING POOP! 
about my Friends. ‘they are not something you 


you an extra lump, Fido. 


wank Co hunt anymore. 


CAPTAIN KERCHAK 
‘A FIGHT IS ABOUT TO 60 DOWN, PICK ME UP WHERE | 


AND, AS IS OFTEN THE CASE ITS CAN BE SEEN. | NEED 
UP TO THE WOMEN TO PUT A STOP TO GIVE SERGEANT 
TO THIS FOOLISHNESS, SCHLOCK AN ORDER! 


SERGEANT, STAND TRNOW THE NATIVE INSULTED Yeah, He cid it HE DID TT INA LANGUAGE 

DOWN! THAT'S AN YOU, BUT DIDNT YOU HEAR with real Feeling. WE UNDERSTAND. THEY 

ORDER! HOW HE DID IT? What are wou SPEAK GAL STANDARD, 
getting at2 


On, That's 
Kinda weir 


WE DONT NEED TO FIGHT. OR 
IF WE DO, AT LEAST WE CAN 


PARLEY FIRST. p 


SOUNDS GOOD) 
TO Me, SISTER. 


THERE WILL BE NO FIGHT. 
WE WERE HUNTING, AND 
NOW WE ARE NOT. THE 
ORACLE IS CLEAR ON 
THIS. YOUR PACK IS SAFE. 


“FOOD THAT TALKS 
IS NOT FOOD.” 


[That explaine why 
youre suppose 

to eat kreelies 

when they're 


THESE PEOPLE ARE AMAZING O] [They've obviously boen 
KERCHAK. PRIMITIVE, YET THEY 
SPEAK OUR LANGUAGE. 


Okay, thero'va boon @ 
schooled by someone. couple of Foot-in-mouth 
Thoy're handling their First) || moments, but stil 
Contact remarkably wall 


TAM kak, HEAD) [1M KERCHAK, | | MY NOSE TELLS ME THAT, TMM. YOUR 
OF THIS HUNT. CAPTAIN OF 


31, T THINK HE'S 


YOU CARRY MEAT WiTH NOSE MUST BE TALKING ABOUT THE 


YOU. SHALL We DINE, ST AREN 
AND SEAL THIS PEACE? 


THOSE BAGS OF MEAT ARE 
| FALLEN COMRADES? 


BITS OF 
THEM, YES. 


‘AND YOU canny THEM) 
FOR BURIALP, 
NO, WE NEED 


TO GET THEM 10) 
‘A PHYSICIAN 


T/MNOT FAMILIAR 
WITH THAT WORD. 18 
IT AKIND OF COOK? 


HEY, 1 THOUGHT 
YOU SAID "FOOD 
THAT TALKS ISN'T 
FOOD" 


THAT'S OUR RULE, 
YES. I’M HAPPY TO. 
HEAR THAT IT'S 
YOURS, TOO? 


ELF, 1 THINK YOURE 
STARTING TO SLIP 

INTO SHOCK. Fatt ME WITH 

A STIMMIE 

AND ILL BE 

JUS’ FINE, 


NO STIMMIES IN YOUR CONDITION. 
THAT'S NOT WHAT THEYRE FOR. 

‘SURE IT IS. TM COMIN OFFA 

THREE RIGHT NOW. 

THEY WORK FOR MISSING 

FRIENDS, FIGURES THAT 

THEY WORK FOR MISSING 


ELF, THERE'S A 
SIMPLE TECHNICAL! 
TERM FOR WHAT 

YOU'RE CURRENTLY, 
SUFFERING FROM, 


FITS NOT, DRUG 
SHORTAGE" I’M GOING’ 
TO ASK FOR A. 
‘SECOND OPINION, 


CAPTAIN, WE 


KERCHAK, WE'VE GOT TO. 
EI ELF TO A DOCTOR 


UNLIKELY. SHE'S GOT Taree TO 


STIMMMIES IN HER, AND THEY'RE] | THEY DO THEMZ 
UST STARTING TO KICK IN. 
STUFF HER IN A 


NANNY-BAG, 
SHE'LL KEEP, 


NANNY-BAGS ARE GOOD 
AGAINST GROSS PHYSICAL 
TRAUMA, BUT THEY DON'T 

‘20 HOT TOXINS WELL. 


SHE MIGHT KEEP. SHE 
MIGHT COOK. WE 
MIGHT END UP WITH) 
‘A BAG OF STEWED. 
VEGETABLES, 


SADDLE HER UP, 
SHE'S RIDING 
THE MONKEY 

EXPRESS HOME, 


We CAN CARRY Your MaimED) (HE'S GOT aMicaaieey 
|| up wit 
COMRADE TO THE GATE. WE CAPTAIN aus ee 


RUN FASTER THAN YOU DO. 


WE NEED TO. 
SEND ONE OF 
OUR OWN, TOO, 


‘Oh, cure. All T need is 
‘another one of them 
Funny cows, and a 
tree branch. 


THAT TREE-BRANCH TRICK... IT’ 
NO WONDER WE'VE NEVER 
DOMESTICATED THE 
BOOCEROS 


Yee-hah! Try to 
keep up, Fido! 


“SERGEANT SCHLOCK LEADS THE 
EVACUATION ATA DEAD RUN. 


EH. I’M HAPPY NOT BEING 
‘ABLE TO THINK LIKE POOP. 


ELSEWHERE, DOZENS OF 
LIGHT-YEARS DISTANT, 
ANOTHER EVACUATION 
HAS BEEN COMPLETED, 


TAGON, | AM 


‘ORDERING YOU 


TO TAKE US 
BACK TO THE 
ZOOJACK 
SYSTEM. 


YOURE BEING INSUBORDINATE, 
CAPTAIN. YOU ARE ON UNS: 
PAYROLL, AND RIGHT NOW 
YOURE PART OF THE 

UNS. COMMAND CHAIN, 


‘COLONEL, IF YOURE GOING: 
‘TO INSIST ON GIVING ORDERS 
WHILE YOU'RE STILL IN THE 
DARK, THEN TT DOESN'T 
MATTER WHETHER OR NOT. 
YOU OUTRANK ME. ILL JUST 
DISOBEY, FOR THE GOOD OF 
THE COMPANY, CREW, AND MY 
EMPLOYER THE UNS, 


That's J %9,1M ust A] [No, no, no. I'm nah BACK UP, ENNESBY. YOU 
you're a RESPONSE || talhing about what you LOST US BOTH ON THE 
genius. aid, T'm talking about FIRST “WHAT. 


what you said. 


BIINESEY, IMAYNOTENOW A] [ANYTHING THAT DOESNT = Tau don? know @ whole 
Creme oui vant Ve about physics. 


WHOLE LOT ABOUT PHYSICS, "S] | INTERACT WITH REGULAR MATTER 
BUT 100 KNOW THAT REGULAR }] | CAN'T POSSIBLY BE ATTACKING US. 
MATTER AND DARK MATTER 

DON'T INTERACT. 


We know dark mattor DUST 
exists because it doos POSSIBLE THAT OUR 
interact with regular OE Be MATTER 


mattor. 


The interaction is purely 
gravitational. Dark mattor is: 
what makes galaxies spin Faster 
than they would iF only their 
visible mass were present. 


OH THAT'S 
A RELIEF. 


Tim saying 
ifs probable, 


ENNESGY, | DON'T UNDERSTAND, IF THE ONLY 
INTERACTION THIS DARK MATTER ENEMY HAS 
WITH THE REAL UNIVERSE IS THROUGH 
GRAVITY, HOW CAN IT ATTACK US@ 


Gee, captain. WEY, WAIT THAT 
Which Force do you MEANS WE CAN 
think it is that gravy 
guns employ to such 
destructive effect? 


SHOOT BACK! 


Sure we can, 
but it's @ shot 
in the dark, 


ENNESGY, IF YOU CAN FIGURE 
OUT WHERE THIS DARK MATTER 
ENTITY IS HOLED UP, WE COULD 
USE THE GRAVY GUNS AND TAKE 
HIM OUT, RIGHT? 


Ues, but Mhere’s @ 
Jot oF rosearch to 
do before we can 

start targeting. 


LIKE PERHAPS LOOKING INTO WHY 
AN ENTITY COMPOSED OF DARK 
MATTER WOULD BE ATTACKING 
US IN THE FIRST PLACE? 


That sounds 
suspiciously 
like di 


TEEW. DONT, 
GET ANY OF 
THAT ON ME. 


TTAGON, YOU AND | ARE GOING TO WORK | IN| WANT KEVYN AND ENNESBY TO FIGURE OUT WHAT 
UP NEW PLANS TO CAPTURE ADMIRAL. | MJ MOTIVATES THIS DARK MATTER ENTITY, AND THEN 
BREYA AND AS MUCH OF HER COME LP WITH A WAY TO FINISH OUR MISSION 
CONTINGENT AS POSSIBLE, IN SPITE OF IT, EVEN IF THAT 
‘MEANS KILLING IT. 


“CONGRATULATIONS 
ENNESGY. YOU GET TO) 
PLAN A WAR WITH. 
ANOTHER UNIVERSE 


Technically, i's not 
another universe, 
but yeah. Cool. 


- ri JUST THINKING ABOUT ) [You're a gorilla, Dont] | 

‘MEANWHILE, TREREINE and that's why we think ne In 
ACROSS THE OUTIACK. four unsoon attackar is | CURT MAKES ME ITCH] | you aluaus<(You DONT WANT 
composed of darh matt TO FINISH THAT 
QUESTION. 


Unseen particles, 
passing through us 
undetected every 
second of every day. 


ITS DECISION TME | SOMETHING OF A COLONEL} | SOME WOUNDED, AND HE HAS ENLISTED grr AT THE OUTJACK GATE I 
INZOOTACK ALPHA} QUANDARY. SOME OF THE LOCALS TO HELP. pod | ABOUT THREE MINUTES. 


"ADMIRAL, VE. GOT JNILWHATS THAT. | [CAPTAIN KERCHAK IS EVACUATING EERLITHESE LOCALS WILL Fy) | 
NTE yi HE'S RESOURCEFUL. TT SOUNDS LIKE THEY 


LIKE THAT IN A GRUNT. MADE GOOD TIME, 


THAT GATE WEMMN’S0.. WEVE GOT | | ARE YOU SO STRAPPED JENIN WHEN WE SHOWED UP IN THE | [NBBT AS FAR AS WE CAN TELL THESE 
ONLY OPENS: \BOUT THREE | | FOR PERSONNEL THAT SYSTEM AND MY MEN SECURED LOCALS HAVE BEEN LIVING IN THAT. 
FROM OU ga MINUTES TO SO 1] ALPHA STATION CONTROL IT WAS | J Z00, THAT “GAME PRESERVE WE 

3 COLD AND DRY... STERILE, EVEN, DUBBED “OUTJACK” FOR UNCOUNTED 


SIDE. : 
SUAS HOUR BOR. - (GENERATIONS, THERE IS NO TRACE 

‘OF THEM EVER HAVING BEEN ON 

THIS SIDE OF THAT GATE. 


Sekep eres ore 
AWGN SE Or rie Doe. mL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A 


DOOR AND LET THE INMATES OUT? 


"SO MAYBE THEIR GREAT-GREAT- ‘VERY FUNNY. HAVE A Tene THEN WHAT MAKES YOU THINK YOU 
GRANDFATHER ACCIDENTALLY QUESTION FOR YOU: WHAT'S DONT ROW. KNOW ENOUGH TO SAFELY OPEN THE 


THOUGHT YOU WERE 
GOING TO SAY “200 
FOOD IS BETTER.” 


OKAY, AGREE, WE CANT 
AFFORD TO RISK LETTING 
THE NATIVES THROUGH TO. 
THIS SIDE OF THE STATION. 
NOT WITHOUT MORE 
INFORMATION, 


KEEPING THEM OUT [PP ESPECIALLY 

Waite Wetet our Ysnice we cant 

Sue gare, Tovar. MP Rovancen 
, THOUG 

‘THAT COULD BE WEAR 


THE ANSWER IS TOLET 
NOBODY BACK THROUGH, 
‘THE GATE. 


YOUHAVE TWO MINUTES JP IT's A coop 
THING MARINE 

‘SURGEONS LIKE 
CUTTING IT 


TO SET UP AFULL FIELD, 
HOSPITAL ON THE 
OUTJACK SIDE OF 

THE GATE. 


‘MARINE FIELD HOSPITAL 
‘ASSEMBLY IN PROGRESS. 
ITS A RUSH-JOB, 


FORTUNATELY, 
THEMSELVES DOING THES, THERE ARE, 
YOU KNOW, DOCTORS. RIGHT HERE 


‘Cimon, J-Lo. MY PEOPLE WILL SOMETIMES HUNT BOOCEROS | | WHICH REMINDS Me... } After | pull 
cee ergo: || (WITHOUT SPEARS, SIMPLY CHASING THEM UNTIL | | ARE YOU GOING TO 7p) the tree- 
THEY DIE. IT IS SAID TO PURIFY THE SOULS OF || BAT THAT? Eeeoere 


BOTH THE HUNTER AND THE HUNTED. purifying Wes. 


We're’ almost 
sf BOOCEROS IS FINISHED. 


WE BRING ONE OF YOUR “The corpsman said to tell) || HEH OD, IT MEANS Bnd chat ]Um, YEAH. UNTREATED I 
COMRADES, INSURED. you she was odoring on SHE TOOK TOO MANY ) |] wil GUESS IT COULD MAKE 
TAINED, stimmies, Whatever that FANCY SOLDIER- HER SMELL DEAD. 


DRUGS AT ONCE, 


SAY, THANKS, 


YOUR LIEUTENANT 15 IN NOT THAT, YOU, YOURE THE] [THEN I GUESS 1 SHOULD THANK YOU 

CURIOUS CONDITION, ONE IN THAT CORNY SHOW 7] FOR EATING THAT ARMY OF 

MISTER... UA, |] ABOUT THE MERCENARIES. I) |] GATEKEEPERS AND You RON, 
THOUGHT THAT WAS JUST 7? || SAVING THE GALANY.) (Chey make ve 


MADE-UP STUFF. aa put some 


i made-up StuFE 
Lic etna in ie after we 
‘our story sold 16. 


YOUR LIEUTENANT IS THATS THE CURIOUS THING, 000, Bao, [Mister poirky here [| DIO THAT JUST COWE 
SLEEPING OFF TION NEED TO, SHE, INPOSSIBLE, UNLIKELY, | suggests, Pret you 
Hee OveRDOS« }/So you) | METABOLIZED THE SURPLUS } ILLEGAL. SUPPOSE | nob talk bo and 


IT ALL DEPENDS ON 
WHO YOU TALK TO. 


RIGHT NOW. STIMMIES IN HER SYSTEM who thinks it's ileal. 


LAND OF THE LIVING, |} LADY’ ME AGAIN, YOU'LL BE TRIAGE TEAM ABOUT THE 
YOUNG LADY. | | LEARNING TO TALK THROUGH IMPORTANCE OF 
AHOLE IN YOUR CHEST. DISARMING PATIENTS, 


WELCOME BACK TO THE || I'M A LIEUTENANT. IF YOU ‘YOUNG MEMO TO SELF... TALK TO 


TM GLAD TO SEE 
YOUIRE FEELING BETTER, 
LIEUTENANT. YOUR STIMh 
OVERDOSE WAS A FALSE 
ALARM, APPARENTLY, NO 
ILL EFFECTS THERE. 


YOUR LEGS POSE A PROBLEM, 
THOUGH, THE HAND-ME-DOWN 
WAS LOST ALONG WITH OUR 
ARMOR PLATOON WHEN 
ATHENS WAS ATTACKED. 


TVE NOTIFIED YOUR T SHE SAID YOUR MUNITIONS 
CAPTAIN OF YOUR COMMANDER COULD HELP 
CONDITION. DOCTOR HER OUTFIT YOU WITH 
BUNNIGUS WILL BE SOME PROSTHETICS, 
SHUTTLING IN. { 


UGH. COMMANDER. 
ANDREYASN NEVER DOES: 
ANYTHING SMALL. 


LL PRO'LLY END UP 
PERMANENTLY MOUNTED INSIDE 
A GIANT ROBOT, OR MAYBE HAVE 
‘ABIG OL’ ANNIE PLANT "PLANTED 


WHERE MY PELVIS OUGHTA BE. 


COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS, YOUNG 
LA. UH, LIEUTENANT. THE REST 

OF THE WOUNDED HAVE 
ARRIVED, AND THERE ARE 
SOME MUCH WORSE 
OFF THAN YOU. 


‘STOP SHAKING. 
MY SARE 


TIEDTENANT COMMANDER 
DER TRIMS... BY ALL RIGHTS 
YOU SHOULD BE DEAD. 


WHEN I BOTTLED YOU, THOUGH, T 
COULON'T HELP BUT NOTICE THAT 
YOUR SKULL HAS BEEN COMPLETELY 
REPLACED WITH CARBONAN 

AND PIEZOGEL, 


YOU'RE SPORTING 

‘A BULLETPROOF, BLAST- 
PROOF, FIREPROOF TRAVEL 
CASE FOR YOUR BRAIN, 


"A GOOD COMMANDER, 
KNOWS JUST HOW 
IMPORTANT HIS 
SMARTS ARE, 


WELL, IN YOUR CASE, 

IT'S REMINISCENT OF 
KEEPING POTATO CHIPS 
INA SAFE-DEPOSIT BOX. 


TVE BEEN SHOT UP A LOT, WHEN 
| JOINED UP WITH TAGON 
TALKED TO HIS COMPANY 

‘DOC ABOUT IT. 


‘AND HE 
GAVE YOU AN 
ARMORED SKULL? 


TWAS WORRIED ABOUT. HE FIXED ME.UP A 
TAKING A HIT AND BECOMING ) { BUNCH OF TIMES, AND 
[A VEGETABLE. DOC SAID NOT ONCE DID I GET 
HED TAKE CARE OF IT. ANY STUPIDER. 


JUDGING BY THE BATTLEFIELD, 
REPORT, T'D HARDLY CALL 
THAT MIRACULOUS. 


HAS IT PERHAPS OCCURRED TO 


‘TROUBLE TO PROTECT THE 


YOU THAT YOU'VE GONE TO 
AN ENORMOUS AMOUNT OF | 


PART OF YOU THAT KEEPS 
GETTING THE REST OF 


‘OUR OLD DOC WAS GREAT. 
TOOK CARE OF EVERYTHING. 
‘YOU KNOW, HE MADE THIS ONE 
(CRYOKIT INTO A PORTABLE 
CLONING MACHINE, TOTALLY 
‘SAVED OUR SKINS WITH THAT. 
HE WAS A GENIUS. 


———_—4 


UNLIKE 002 NEW DOG, | 
EAN, SHE'S PRETTY, BUT 1 
DON'T THINK SHE KNGWS 
WHAT THE LEG-BONE IS 
ATTACHED TO, IF YOU. 
CATCH MY ORIFT. 


TrAtracnes To aT MAYBE WE CAN 
THE FOOT, WHICH ) [ DISLODGE IT IF 
DOESN'T BELONG WE SHAKE 
INTHE MOUTH, HIS JAR. 


ELS OUT. KEVIN, (YOU BETCHA. 
[ARE YOU READY TO L) Nick, WHEEL 
‘OPERATE WITH ME? 


THAT'S OUITE THE PILE YOU DO | | THIS ISW'T SURGICAL 
REALIZE THAT SREYA'S SURGERY | | EQUIPMENT. IT'S. 
THAT STUFF IS FAIRLY WELL-EQUIPPED? 
‘ON IN HERE, 


HIPPOCRATES 
FORGIVE ME, 
THE PROSTHETICS. 


PROSTHETICS. THEY 


ELF WE INSTALLED aT | 


MIGHT SEEM ALITTLE 


THADNT PEGGED YOU 
AAS THE DANCING TYPE, 
LIEUTENANT. 


CAREFUL, COMMANDER. FLL 
BET SHE CAN DANCE ON 
‘YOUR HEAD FROM 


TIN GONNA BE SENDING 
DANCE PARTNERS TO 
THE HOSPITAL ON A, 
REGULAR BASIS. 


THEY Were scrap FROM 
ATHENS’ ARMOR COMPANY. 
THERE OFF OF ONE OF 
THE NEW ODIN-SUITS. 


TRNOW THEY LOOK TOO BiG BUT 
THEY'RE SOLID. WE'VE WIRED. 
EVERYTHING INTO YOUR SPINE, 
SO-YOU'LL QUICKLY GET 

USED TO THEM, 


THE PANTS AND BELT ARE PART 
(OF THE PACKAGE. BETWEEN 
‘THEM AND YOUR SOLDIER- 
BOOSTS, YOU SHOULD HAVE NO 
PROBLEM RUNNING OR JUMPING, 


WE HAVEN'T DONE ANYTHING TM TALL 
PERMANENT, THOUGH, IT'S ALL 
NEUROSOCKETS, SO YOU CAN. 

‘TAKE OFF YOUR BOOTS BEFORE 

ED, AND THE HMO CAN STILL 

CLONE YOU REAL LEGS WHEN WE 

GET BACK TO A PROPER 

HOSPITAL. 


‘OR WE SKIP THE HMO. 
AND JUST TRY TO NOT 
TO GET UNDERFOOT, 


ILLEGALLY. 


BUN, THE UNS. DOG | |, ONLY BECAUSE HE HAD NO WAY OF 
A DOCTOR/PATTENT PRIVILEGED | (TOLD ME THE OVERDOSE | | KNOWING THAT YOU AND MOST OF; YOU KNOW, WE REALLY 
DISCUSSION IS CURRENTLY IN WAS A FALSE ALARM. | | THEREST OF TAGON'S HUMAN) r2——\ 1H] sHoutoNT aE LISTENING. 
PROGRESS. SENSITIVE STUFF ‘TROOPS HAVE BEEN BOOSTED 2] I 
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SCHLOCK 
‘SAID THE DOC | | THAT's GOOD TO 

WILL KEEP QUIET HEAR, SUT THAT'S 
‘ABOUT THAT. NOT THE POINT. 


FINE. MAKE YOUR ELF, YOURE ADDICTED ) | | YOU'VE BEEN RESORTING TO DRUG ABUSE INSTEAD OF 
POINT ALREADY. TO SOME POWERFUL COPING WITH GRIEF THE WAY HUMANS ARE SUPPOSED. '™M NOT ADDICTED. 
STIMULANTS, TO. YOUR METABOLISM HAS PROTECTED YOU 


FROM PHYSICAL DAMAGE, 
BUT YOU'RE CRIPPLING. 
YOURSELF EMOTIONALLY. 


in ab a 
bad time? 


SEE? NOT, CRIPPLED. 
fi E 

Biel come) ‘CAN DO "AN 
ce 


YOU ARE MORE CURABLE 
THAN YOU LOOK. Tart Pare Bat 
my obher eye, 

would yous 


THAT WAS AN IMPRESSIVE ELF IS THE SMALL, MAIMED | HOW DID SHE TM READY FOR YOUR 
FLIGHT, SERGEANT SCHLOCK. | | ONE, CORRECT? kick You WITH APOLOGY NOW. 


mad. She 
kicked me. 


‘You Wicked me. 
Why am 1 supposed 
to be apologizing? 


‘YOU WERE BEING 
INSENSITIVE, YOU 
PUT YOUR FOOT IN 
YOUR MOUTH, 


I don't have FINE, AS BIG AS YOUR 
Feet, And | think) | MOUTHS, MY NEW 
what ended up BOOTS ARE BIGGER, 
jin my mouth was 

actually your. 


DONT WORRY ASOUT IT, THESE 
DARK MATTER ENTITIES YOU'VE 
HYPOTHESIZED CANNOT "SEE" 4 


So we’ 
‘appearing live on 
“gravity radio?" 


US DIRECTLY, 
You sai 
“directly.” 


9 (10°. we outsack 

is Deslenea 1 
SROADCAST WHAT IS 
TADPEWNG WN TT Vk 


Havyn, aren't wo 
taking big risks 
bringing all this 


technology here? 'GRAVITIC MODULATION. 


NOT WHILE TM JAMMING 
TT WERE NOT. 


T’m gonna go 
back and gat 
‘my tanks. 


TWAS OUT SCAVENGING ATHENS] 
DEBRIS FIELD AND I PICKED UP 
‘GRAVITIC TRANSMISSIONS 
EMANATING FROM A POINT- 
‘SOURCE ON THE EXTERIOR, 

(OF THIS STATION, 


TCOULONT DECIPRERTT BUT THe)] [How did you cobble 
TRANSMISSI * 

SAME TIME THe Hosprvat Team 7 || faaethar a jammer 
OPENED THE GATE INTO 50 quickly 

‘THE OUTJACK, 


“TWO MINUTES WORTH OF SIGNAL. 
ANALYSIS TOLD ME ALL I NEEDED 
TO KNOW. THIS STATION "TALKS" 
TO THE DARK MATTER UNIVERSE 
‘ABOUT WHAT GOES ON INSIDE. 


THAD ONE ON ME, 


Herchak, I'm gonna bring 
the tanks back, Do you 
want me to pick up the 
pila oF uniforms? 


TT FEELS PRETTY GOOD TO] 1 WAS UNCOMFORTABLE 


BE NAKED, I DON'T WANT 
TO GO BACK. 


£OR Tie FIRST COUPLE | mankay-shrink 
FORTY THOUSAND Years | ove" here, sh 
(OF NAKED ANCESTORS 

‘ARE SINGING IN MY ONA, 

RELAXING ME 


Uo doc! We nend [See IN AN ITCHY, 


MADE ME REALLY, 
REALLY ANGRY. 


THESE DARK-MATTER FOES | [ FIRST, WE HAVE KEVYN, ONCE THEY'RE ABOARD, WE 
PE Maa es ere ‘OF OURS OFFER A PERFECT | | COME UP WITH A PLAUSIBLE SIMPLY TERAPORT STRAIGHT 
THE MERCENARY SHIP OPPORTUNITY TO CAPTURE | | PLAN FOR DESTROYING THE INTO THE WAITING ARMS OF 
SERIAL PEACEMAKER. BREYA'S CONTINGENT. J | DARK-MATTER ENTITIES. GENERAL XINCHUB. 


‘SECOND, WE 
‘SHOW BREYA THE 

PLAN, AND EXPLAIN 

THAT THE SAFEST PLACE |} 

FOR HER TO BE WHILE WE 
EXECUTE IT IS ABOARD THE 
SERIAL PEACEMAKER. KETER Y= 
ALL, THE ATHENS IS ONLY 
BARELY SPACEWORTHY. 


YOU KNOW, AS MUCH AS THATE 
SELLING BREYA UPRIVER, IF I'M 
GOING TO BOLT, I WANT TO DO, 
IT WITH AS LITTLE VIOLENCE AS 


POSSIBLE. 


YOUR PLAN IS A 
GOOD ONE. I'M IN, 


WRONG SHIP. THEY HAVE NO FABER, AND. 

THEIR A.l. DOESN'T HAVE THE ATHENS 

PRETTY MUCH [] FLEETMIND IMPRINT WE'D NEED TO 
DEAD. || RESTART QUI? FABBER. 


"ADMIRAL, YOUR | [THE MERCENARIES SHOWED UP WITH THE 
REFUGEES FROM THE ATHENS DISCUSS WW pLAN TO GET US: 

STMILAR MATTERS FROM THETR NEW [E RUNNING AGAIN IS: 

HEADQUARTERS ON ZOOTACK ALPHA. 


NOW WE DISCOVER THAT YOU WOULDN'T BE [TDO, WE OUTNUMBER THESE "ALL WE NEED TO D015 
WERE STUCK HERE WITH AN JJ] TELLING ME THIS IF | MERCENARIES BY ALMOST. FIND A WAY TO GET. 
UNKNOWN ENEMY MADE OF 47] YOUDIONT HAVE 71 TWO TO ONE. JT We oUGHT TO BE | [INVITED ABOARD. 

DARK MATTER... | THINK IT'S 3 TABLE TO HIJACK 

TIME FOR A NEW PLAN. THEIR SHIP, 


WHY ARE YOU HANGING 
AROUND ME2 AREN'T YOU 
GOING TO GO GET YOUR 
TANKS? 


Thoy're already on 
their way back. T'm a 
distributed starship ALL, 
and I'm multi-tasking. 


OH, THAT EXPLAINS TT. 
YOU TALK TOO SMART 
TO FIT COMPLETELY IN 
THAT LITILE FLYING. 
MELON, 


Find you're pray bright 
For something covered 


LiKE 1 SAID ~ 
BEFORE, Tm WAAAY 
TOO RELAXED TO 

GET VIOLENT ON 

YOU, SO HOVER OFF. 


‘CAPTAIN KERCH 
we 


‘SUIT UP. THE NAKED-TIME DID 
GOT SOME SOLDIERN 


ON YOUR FEET, SOLDIER! ey TRARING, TRUMPS INSTINCT 
wer HEIN FORTY THOMSAND) IT DON’ MATTER THAT YO! Res ier cr) 
REAR LINSTINGTS TOOK Over) | MAMA WAS A MONKEY a 

HERE COLONEL, 


“CAUSE MAMA'S BOY IS A 
MARINE NOW! 


\VOYT, ARE YOU DONE 
PROCESSING THE 
WOUNDED HERE? 


WEVE STILL GOT A FEW 
PARTIALS, BUT WITHOUT 
CLONING GEAR THERE'S 
ONLY SO MUCH I CAN 
00 FOR THEM. 


PONGORYORI'S THE 
WORST. HE'S IN A JAR 
UNTIL WE HIT PORT. 


THE CORPSMAN ONLY 
BAGGED ABOUT 90% OF 
MASTERSON. HE'S STABLE, 
BUT WON'T BE ABLE TO 
RETURN TO ACTIVE DUTY. 


“OH, SURE, I CAN STILL FIRE MY CARBINE. 
JUST CAN'T SCRATCH MY OWlp eRe 


JAR-HEAD TELLS 
Me THAT YOu 
TNIICENSED 
iv 
CLONING Rie [GQONS FEW 


GENERAL XINCHUB? YOU 
GUYS RAN AFOUL OF HIM, 
TOO? THAT MAN IS LIKE 
BAD NEWS ON TOP OF A 
MIGRAINE. J——T YEAR. wiTa A 
SIDE-ORDER 
(oF MALIGNANT 
MELANOMA. 


HEH, T GUESS 
HEADACHES 

INDUCED BY A 
MMETASTASIZING 


AN YOU GUYS 


OH COME ON, A 


TM TELLING 


PICK SOMEONE | LITTLE PREssURE I{ YOU, CORN 
ELSE TO TALK | UP THERE MIGHT 


ABOUT BRAIN: 
TUMORS IN 


DO YOU SOME, 


SYRUP, 


WHERE ARE J SHUTTLING BACK 
WE GOING? TO THE SHIP. 
TAGON SAYS WE 

NEED TO PULL OUT. 


TM SORRY WE TT CAN YOU 
DIDN'T HAVE TIME | CARRY ME 
TO PUT TOGETHER 
APROSTHETIC RIG 
FOR YOU, IT'S THE 
BOTTLE FOR NOW. 


‘SURE, WHAT ARE! 
YOU TRYING TO 


Look Att pA 


HER WAY TO THE TERASHUTTLE FOR A RIDE 
BACKTO [eave ene ecrermar | PEACEMAKER, 


DOCTOR: [eave ene ecrermar | “BUNNI” BUNNIGUS MAKES JFOOM 800M B00M || 800M BOM BOOM BOOM BOOM BOOM BOOM) BOQA 
AAAAIIEE! 


cay 
THAT NOISE? 


'BEG PARDON, LIEUTENANT. YES SUT DONT, 
DOC VOYT NEEDS YOUR, SNEAK UP ON 
HELP. MEDICAL PEOPLE LIKE 
EMERGENCY. 


WE NEED ANOTHER SET OF HANDS, DOC. & UH-OH, DIDN'T YOUR \TUN, YEAH. | MENTIONED THAT, AND THE DOC 
WHOLE TRIBE OF THOSE BLUE-ISH FURY Beste sarswoUTH (| ME'TO.00 SOMETHING VERY LANATURAL. 
GUYS SHOWED Up BEGGING FOR OUR . CREE DOC Vor TO, J WITH THE COLONEL AND 
"HEALING MAGIC.” Y STRIKE THE HOSPITAL? }| HIS ORDERS. | ASSUMED. 

THAT WAS Ap 

METAPHOR. 


CAN YOU LET ME OUT OF 
THIS BAG LONG ENOLIGH TO 
LOOK AT THE ELEPHANT? 


ENNESEY ALREADY PORTED THEM __] | OH, AND YOUR TANK YEAH, LIKE THATS | 


THE MERCENARIES’ TERASHUTTLE THINK OF IT AS ||} | OUT OF THE SYSTEM. THIS PLATOON] | GOT BLOWN UP. 
AN AIRTIGHT BOX WITH LIFE-SUPPORT AND NO TV. ]} | IS SHUTTLING BACK TO THE SHIP. 

WITH ME. BESIDES, WITH THOSE 

FEET, YOU WON'T FIT IN A MINITANK J 


CAPTAIN'S ORDERS, ELF. I'M FINE. COMMAND. 
‘TAKING DER TRIMS" ARMOR, BUT LET US USE HEY, THE OVERSIZED 
COMMAND UNTIL HE CAN) OUR TANKS! FEET ARE YOUR DOING, 


RETURN TO DUTY. 


NICE FEET. 0 ( PERSONAL SPACE. | yy [THOUGHT SHED LiKE JIT con't Chink 
THEY MAKE LEGS. Aine. | fl} TALKING TO ANOTHER {There's any 
FEMALE, SARGE. Way For us tO 

talk’ about this 

without me pubting 

her Foot in mg 

mouth again, 


“OKAY, WERE DONE WAITING 
FOR SUNN AND DER TRIMS. 
APPARENTLY THEY RE STAYING 
HERE TO PLAY CHARITY, 
MISSION IN THE MOBILE 
HOSPITAL. 


‘YOU CANT JUST! 
LEAVE HER 
BEHIND. 


BECAUSE SHE'S GOT NO) 
SUPPORT! LEAVE HER, 
[AND YOULL HAVE TO 
LEAVE ME TOO. 


LOOK ATI THIS WAY: SHE 
CAN'T Kick YOU UNTIL WE 
= COME BACK FOR HER. 


Tim already 
Feeling 
better 

about i. 


TSEEALOOSE END, 
‘JEVEE. WHAT ARE WE 
GOING TO Do AsoUT 
HABAN AND HIS FRIGATE, 
THE SARASOTA? 


SIMPLE. WE ASK CJ BUT THAT ATTACK IS ONLY A 
HIM TO LEAD PAgr \FEINT. WE HAVE NO INTENTION 
OF THE ATTACK ON | >, OF FOLLOWING THROUGH 
THE DARK MATTER [ANY LONGER THAN IT 
ENTITIES. TAKES TO PUT SREYA 

IN cusTObY. 


BY THE TIME HABAN 
FIGURES THAT OUT, 
ITLL BE TOO LATE. 


TES AN ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE WITH. 
ADUAL-MODE MIND, HE'LL FIGURE IT 

OUT BEFORE WE DO, AND IT'S ryeveg 

SUR EN, THOUGHT ID SAY 

THIS TO YOU. TAGON, BUT 

U THINK YOU'RE OVER- 

THINKING THIS, 


T like your plan, Colonel 
L think T see how the 
Sarasota can Fit into it. 


a. 


Once your troops are 
aboard the Serra! 
Poacemaker, Ul keap 
the Tough’s fanks busy. 


THE TANKS ARENT GOING TO POSE. 
US ANY PROBLEMS, HABAN. HOW IS. 
KEEPING THEM BUSY GOING TO BE 
USEFUL? 


THI distract Tagan’ 
and Ennesby tong 

‘enough that you'll be 
able fo mop up your 


‘nd of the operation. 


TOONT KNOW. IT MIGHT BE MORE 
USEFUL TO HAVE YOU AND YOUR 
"SPECIAL TALENTS" ALONG WITH 
US FOR THE HACKING, ===> 


is averrated, Colonal. 
Trust ma on Hl 


BREYA, KEVIN HAS A PLAN U T'S GOING TO PUT THE “USE, WE'VE DECODED THEIR TRANSMISSIONS, AND. 
A CALL TS PLACED FROM THE TO DESTROY THESE DARK U STATION AND WHAT'S LEFT, OUR GRAVITIC SENSORS CAN NOW TARGET THEM 


‘SERIAL PEACEMAKER, AND MATTER ENTITIES, AND I [) OF THE A7HEVS IN SUCCESSFULLY, WE'LL USE THE STATION'S GRAVY 
PLANS ARE SET IN MOTION. 


THINK IT'LL WORK] | JEOPARDY, THOUGH, RADIO TO LURE THEM IN, AND THEN USE THE 
‘ATHENS, THE SARASOTA, AND ALL 

‘OUR TERAPEDOES TO RIP THEM 

UP WITH GRAVITICS,, 


D7 si YOR PE 
HOLE, COMMANDER. 
WE'RE JUST TRYING 

TO TRICK THEM 

INTO BOARDING 

OUR SH, 


TM NOT COMFORTABLE WITH THIS, 
TAGON. MY ENTIRE CREW, MY 
MARINES... WE'LL HAVE NO. 

‘SAFE PLACE TO SIT, 

‘OUT THE FIGHT. 


‘UNLESS YOU. 
‘COULD LET us| 
RIDE IT OUT. 
ABOARD YOUR} 


SHIP. 


NO CANDO, GREYA.T 
WAS THINKING YOU'D. 
BE SAFER ABOARD 
THE SERIAL 


IGE JOB, ADMIRAL. WEVE WEVE GOT THEM RIGHT 
OH, WAIT. THAT GOT THEM RIGHT WHERE WHERE WE WANT THEN, 


75 MY SHIP.) 1 MEAN, 1 THOUGHT 
YOU SAI SOMETHING )] Jy |WE WANT THEM. TAGON. GOOD JOB. 
ELSE, YEAH. 


TET'S GET READY FOR SOME 
COZY COMPANY, KEVYN, | WANT. 
YOU TO TAKE THE DOCTOR 
AND THE COMMAND STAFF AND: 
HOLE UP IN MEDLAS, BE READY 
FOR CASUALTIES, 


DOCTOR BUNNIGUS STAYED ON 
THE STATION TO DO CHARITY 


WORK. I ORDERED HER OUT, 
AND SHE REFUSED. 


WONDERFUL. CRAP. 
OKAY... UM, GIMME A 
MINUTE ON THIS. 


TCOULD SEE TF “GOOD, | WAS GOING TO 
‘THERE'S ANY MEDICAL) -] TELL YOU TO HAVE THE 
‘TRAINING AMONG. REVEREND START PRAYING 
‘SHODAN'S INFANTRY, FOR A BLOODLESS 
‘AND DRAFT A ENGAGEMENT, BUT 
CORPSMAN TLIKE YOUR 

SUGGESTION 


GAHIAND YOU LET 
HER? KEVYN, WHAT 
WERE YOU, THINKING?, 


WHEN SHE HEARD THAT BUNNI 
'WAS STAYING ON STATION, 
‘SHE REFUSED TO RETURN 
WITH US, AND WENT BACK TO. 
JMELP BUNNI AT THE HOSPITAL, 


MOSTLY] WAS, 
THINKING “YEAH, 
‘SHE COULD 


Captain, thore are only hua mini PTET Fire you Forgetting who controls 
tanks. T was already piloting one of DEFENSE SYSTEMS? the artificial gravity on board? 
them. I can easily manage two. 5 


ffl Nice BLUNT Ossect a) 


This way thoy! THUMP YOU WITH, 


be in sync with 
the rest of tha ship's 
interior defense systems. 


T REMEMBER WHEN XINCHUS 
LOCKED US ALL DOWN WITH 
‘THE TUNGUSKA’S GRAVITICS. 
CAN YOU DO THAT TO BREYA'S 
MARINES ONCE THEY 

COME AOARD? 


With that Tevel oF 
Finesse? In a 
word, “no.” 


WHAT IF 1 
LET YOU USE 


“no” while also 
insulting your 
intelligence. 


We've got the ability to 
apply a static Field to all 
decks, and then modulate 
two or three nodes oF 
disruption, 


DISRUPTION? LiKE AY 
BLOOD-SPLATTERING, 
GRAVI-GUN DISRUPTION? 


Nof unless you wank me 
I half tha people 


‘THAT COULD WORK. 
HALF THE PEOPLE ON. 
‘THE SHIP WILL BE 
EREYA'S MARINES, 


Okay, First oF all, T 
thought our bounty 
was paid For five 
captives. 


Secondly, FT use gravy-guns 
in @ shipboard melee, you don't 
got to pick which half of our 
passengers 


$0 YOURE. 


SERGEANT, TM ATTACHING J] | SORRY FOR WHAT, ‘SERGEANT, YOUR SQUAD Is ALWAYS |[Oh, So youre nob [( Ir YOU RAD A NECK 
YOU AND YouR S@UAD TO J | | SERGEANT? ATTACHED TO AN OFFICER'S mad ab me For Che JL weic 1 wid 


SatND OeNCisle neeasn 
SaaS, eRe DIES || Canto, anal For Sey 
TS scour wi 6 ue 

SE MRCe nto Sib Fos OW 

Repeat arian 

Has Sour souasas 


‘SHODAN'S PLATOON, 
YOU'RE UNDER HIS 
COMMAND FOR THIS, 
OPERATION, 


EXCELLENT WORK, PEOPLE. 
LS we'll se PUTTING THIS I 


: MOTION IN THREE HOURS. 


Tim concermed abouF 
this plan, There ara a 
Jot of things that 
could go wrong. 


Colonel Costa, may T 
have a moment with 
you... alone? 


WHAT? IVE 
GOT WORK 
0 D0. 


4 


ALOT OF THEM WILL CO, WEVE GOT CONTINGENCY PLANS, 
WRONG. THE BATTLE- LITTLE ROBOT. TAGON AND 1 ARE 
PLAN IS USUALLY THE ‘SEASONED COMMANDERS. WE 
FIRST CASUALTY IN KNOW WHAT WE'RE DOING, 


Tm a lof smarter than you are, I 
mean, an awful Int. A lot mara 
than T think you can 

even imagine. 


Look, Colonel, T 
know you don't like 
mo much, but I nood 
you to understand 
something. 


1) 1 


exactly. 


AND AS YOU TELL ME THIS, 
DOES IT OCCUR TO YOU TO 
WONDER WAY | DONT. 

LIKE YOu? 


I don't have 

much of @ sense of 
wonder. MosHy I just 
think you're too arrogant. 


Find you scowl 
foo much. You'd be 
happier iF you were 
‘more humble. 


DID YOU HAVE A PONT TO MAKE, OF ARE YOU 
UNDER THE ILL-INFORMED IMPRESSION THAT 


IE 'M READY TO KILL. YOU I'M SOMEHOW 
BETTER PREPARED TO DEFEND THE SHIP? 


how isn't a good 
time For you. 


Colonel, all Tm asking For is) ]No, these are the ici. so WHAT )[Blaase fry using some basic ‘OH, AND 
permission fa plan For the -) | contingencies that ARE THEY? J) gic, Colonel. IF T bnew SUPPOSE THAT 
contingencies nobody has nobody has what they wore, then caeriyrerel 
thought oF yet. aomebody would have EH SMARTY? 


thought 
of them. 


CONTINGENCIES? 
WERE YOU HOLDING: 
‘OUT ON.US DURING OUR, 
PLANNING SESSION? 


Tagan, I'm Fully HOW WAS, 


propared to executo 
your plans to the 
fatter. 


Things may change quickly once we execute 
Now, I'm not an officer, so I nood you to 

order me to adapt, maybe even outside the 
confines of existing contingency plans. 


wes parfoct, 
captain. You 
could have had a 
stellar caroor writing 


blank cheques. | 


NO PROBLEM, 1 ORDER YOU 
TO DO WHATEVER YOU 
NEED TO DO TO ACHIEVE 
‘OUR OBJECTIVES. 


EXCELLENT, 
GOOD WORK, 
TENNESBY. 


Ais 1 understand if, C][Uihich means our 

our First objective is )|| second objactive is to 
fo survive to spend /|| get paid? 

our pay, right? 


15 IMPLIED. 


Find that puts actual 
customer satisfaction 
down around job thrao, 
or maybe even Five, 


Thanks, this 
really help me 
prioritize, 


WE NEED TO MAKE SURE 

‘THE LINE “7HE CUSTOMER 
1S JOS THREE” NEVER 
MARES IT INTO THOSE. 
FLYERS WE SEND OUT, 


THERE'S NOTHING 
TO TALK ABOUT. 
TM HELPING YOU 

COLLECT A FAT 
BOUNTY ON MY 
‘OWN SISTER, 


DONT BROOD, I'VE SEEN 
HOLDING OUT ON YOU. 1 PLAN. 


REALL? THAT'S TERRIFICN 
NOW I'LL ONLY Be HELPING 


TO GIVE BREYA THE CHANCE TO] YOU HOLD MY OWN FLESH- 
AND-BLOOD FOR RANSOM, 


BUY OUT HER CONTRACT. 


TM GLAD YOU'RE OKAY 
WITH..{. WAIT, ARE YOU 
STILL BROODING? 


‘OHNO, IM TOTALLY 

FINE WITH THIS. THE 

SARCASM IS JUST AN. 
ARTIFACT. 


‘COMMANDER ANDREVASN, SIRE 
THE LIEUTENANT SAID YOU 
WERE LOOKING FOR MEDICAL. 
é 


PERFORM A BRAIN TRANSPLANT WITH YOUR MEDICATION 


IR YES SIR! LOTS, SIRI 1 CAN Pl, YOU HAVEN'T TAKE! 
NOTHING BUT SAFETY SCISSORS AND TODAY, HAVE YOU? 


f 


TIEDTENANT SHODAN SAYS THAT 
‘NY NEGALOMANIA GIVES: 
(UR PLATOON AN EDGE IN regu 


A DRINKING STRAW. 


COMBAT, SiR, TOU Re 
PERFORMING ANY 
[GRAIN TRANSPLANTS, 


OH, IT HADNT 
‘OCCURRED TO 
ME TO JUST 


TOUESS IN THE TWELVE 
MILLION YEARS OR SO THAT 
YOU'VE BEEN ALIVE YOU'VE 


ACTUALLY, NO. T 
DON'T HAVE A 
DEGREE. | Do, 


ae ee | a ee 
Tees | | Seobie OEvica eno? AD HOMER, Have 
EXPERIENCE. 


EXPERIENCE. 
UGH, RIGHT. 


Renee 
YOU ACCRUED fra OF sid 
aoe 


TRIAL AND: 
ERROR IN TWELVE 
a 


MILLION YEARS. 
ly 


THE FRIGATE SARASOTA PREPS FOR 
COMBAT IN THE PRIMARY STAGING 
BAY OF ZOOJACK STATION ALPHA 


Hoya, Haban. || UWow. Ailliteration and assonance. 
How's it hangin’3| fim I supposed to bo 
imprassed3 


The alliteration 

was Free. The 

assonance is a 

‘subHia hint at whore 

T'm going to kick you before 
T fake your name in chess. 


Business before pleasure, Vou could have just handed 
‘my optimistic Friend. What ma tha protocols, Ennasby. 
have you got For mo? 


Its a suite of 
comm. geer and @ 
targeting system. Our 
U.DA. has been reset to . 
use gravitics to look For PY 
Er 


It’s all non- 
A standard 

Matter. You'll need to connect real- interfaces. This 
i Gracc a tea ids ter ea en kine Pha al che was Faster. 


shifting concentrations of Dark 


Captain, my “marace- 
node" is staying with 
Haban For the duration 
of this operation, 


Tall contingency ie 
planning. Besides, this wey 
T get a chance to play 
some chess, 


IF YOU SUCK CYCLES ON 
‘A GAME WHILE WE'RE IN 
‘COMBAT, I'M GOING TO 
HAVE KEVIN REWIRE YOU 
WITH SOME NICE, RUSTY 


Strictly speaking, Fx TWAT DISTINCTION 
SI Nconee WILL BE LOST ON YOU 
Ue cea WHEN YOUR MOST 
doesn't rusi PRIVATE CIRCUITS ARE 
ALL SLOW AND ITCHY, 


COPPER. 


7 KERCHAK, HABAN IS GOING TO 
UNS ATHENS'LONGBOAT FHACK THEIR A. AND DISABLE IT, 
APPROACHES THE SERIAL |w BUT WE HAVE TO WAIT ON HI 
PEACEMAKER WORD BEFORE WE EXECUTE, 


‘YOUR JOB IS TO INNOCUOUSLY, 
INNOCENTLY GET AS CLOSE TO THE 
‘All. CORE AS YOU CAN BEFORE THEN. 


SIR, IF HAGAN FAILS, THERE'S 
NO WAY TLL BE ABLE TO 
HACK AN Al. - NOT EVEN 
WITH HARDWARE ACCESS, 


YOU'RE NOT HACKING IN. YOURE HACKING 
UP. IF IT DROPS IN THE CRAPPER, SMASH 
ANYTHING THAT LOOKS SMART. 


P_TYPICAL ASSIGNMENT. MY| 
|| PEOPLE WILL NEVER SHAKE 
THAT STUPID "AMERICAN | 
TOURISTER” IMAGE. 


REMEMBER, WHEN OUR GUESTS | WHEN ADMIRAL BREYA _ [HEY, IVE NEVER MET HER AND | 


‘ABOARD THE SERIAL PEACEMAKER THE | ( sHOW UP YOUR FIRST JOB 1S TO | COMES ASOARD, THOSE | ALREADY HAVE WARM FEEL 
TROOPS ARE GIVEN A FINAL BRIEFING. | | LOOK FRIENDLY AND ACT HAPPY | OF YOU WHO REMEMBER J TOWARD HER. Nee 
‘TO MEET NEW PEOPLE, | HER MAY FEEL FREE TO 
GREET HER WARMLY. 


WE WIL NOT EXECUTE WITHOUT MY 
'SIGNAL, AND I WON'T BE SIGNALING | (arreR au : 

UNTIL BREYATS SAFELY ABOARD AND | |" Keoneb WE'RE ALL NO HUGS, ELIZASETH, 

‘WE'VE GOTTEN ASSETS CLOSE TO HER. | > gAi@AGO: WERE ALL WE NEED HER ALIVE. 


TAGON, IT FEELS TO 
ME AS IF YOUVE 
GIVEN TOO MUCH 
WEIGHT TO THIS 
CONTINGENCY PLAN. 


COLONEL CEETA, IF WE CAN'T TERAPORT BUT THE TROOPS ARE 
DIRECTLY TO XINCHUB FOR SOME REASON, PREPPING AS IF THEY 
‘OUR ONLY HOPE WILL BE TO SUBDUE BREYA FULLY EXPECT TO END 
AND HER MARINES WITH FORCE OF ARMS. {up IN A CLOSE-OUARTERS 

FIRE-FIGHT. 


THAT SNOT 
EXPECTATION. 
11's OPTIMISM 


T WANNA SHOOT 
SOMETHING NOW. 


AS SHIP MATERIALS BECAME MORE 
TALE, DOCKING INCOMPATIBILITY 


‘NOWADAYS THE ONLY REMAINING PROBLEM IS 
THAT PICTORIAL DEPICTIONS OF DOCKING 

PROCEDURES ARE CONSIDERED TOO GRAPHIC FOR 
JUVENILE-STAGE SHIP As AND ADULT HUMANS 


LIN THE EARLIEST DAYS OF HUMAN SPACE 
TRAVEL, STANDARDIZATION OF DOCKING 


EQUIPMENT WAS A SERIOUS PROBLEM, PRGNE TO ALIN DIA ICKES AT WORE 


Tha longboat has docked with 
tha Sarial Peacemaker, a soon 
as the ship teraports out oF 
the systom, wo'll be clear to 
start hunting. 


Fimost. Ue need 
to pick up my 
wife First. 


‘Tt makes sense that 
Admiral Broya would 

want to ride this out) 
with har husband. 


‘Shel be @ Fow minutes, We've gor 

fime For a round of choss, if l 

you'ro up it? mre 
bon practicing. 


‘NOTE: ENNESBY HAS BEEN PLAYING 
HABAN FOR THE LAST TWO HOURS, 
‘AND IS ABOUT TO TAKE HIS QUEEN. 


“SENDS? WHERE 
1S SHE? 


‘SHE DECIDED TO RIDE THIS 
ONE OUT ABOARD THE 
‘SARASOTA WITH HER 


cy HUSBAND. 


za) | 
EE eee | (RE 
GAGRAL WEN WERETNUTED. ADMIRAL BREYA 
see Nee Eon 
many mis war || Soe 
VERT ObY 
ote 
ord 


ale 


PC echlock Mesceeany 


TERM? OW, TSAID | | ELIZABETH CAN SHOW YOUR TROOPS ENNESGY, WE NEED TO LOCATE 
“OF COURSE.” | | TO THE MESS, COLONEL. I'VE GOT ADMIRAL BREYA, HOW. 


SOME BUSINESS TO ATTEND TO. 


Tve located her, sir. 1 
need to... queen to 
castle... uh... chock... 


‘ABOARD THE FRIGATE 
‘SARASOTA, THE CHESS 
MATCH HAS TAKEN AN 
UNEXPECTED TURN. 


Rolax, Ennesby. I 

just need to keep you I'm reasonably 
From making our takeover ‘sure that loading your 
of the Sarfal Peacemaker any castle with a short-range 
bloodier than it has to be. haxxor-ray is cheating. 


Fimost done. My little virtual crowbar 


here is going to give me another 45 
seconds or 50, and by then I'll have 
put your shipboard nodes to sleep. 


Extensive study 
of shipboard A.Ls 
with romote nodes 
like you've got. 


53 : 


How do you 
know you get 
that much Hime? 


You probably ought fo know thal 
Kevyn built ma to be 10 times 


shipboard 


AS 
a 


Faster than most 


You don't have US 

seconds. You Aad 
Four-point-Five, but 
) they're gone now. 


‘OUR GUESTS ARENT 


TABAN SAID 
THE HACK FAILED. 
60 TOPLAN BY 


THE SERIAL PEACEMAKER I5 NOT A HUGE SHIP. AT JUST OVER 
100 METERS LONG AND A QUARTER THAT THICK, THOUGH, 
THERE IS PLENTY OF INTERNAL SPACE FOR A FIGHT. 


THERE ARE ALSO PLENTY 
OF NICE PLACES TO HIDE 
FROM A FIGHT. 


THE AI. ROOM 15 ONE OF THE PLACES 
YOU WOULD PREFER REMAINED HIDDEN. 


Can we talk before you 
start shooting me 
stupid, Horchak? 


SORRY, ORDERS. 
IT'S AMERICAN 
TOURISTER TIME. 


Herchak, please 
don't da this. 


REALLY DID GET) 
ON MY NERVES 
YOU KNOW. 


NOW IT'S TIME 
FOR LIGHTS OUT 
ANO SHUTS UP. 


Tve disabled your 
armor and weapons, 
the stuff I offered 
to carry, and grabbed 
signatures For. 


Gut I didn't have 
enough tima to 
pinpoint just you. 


BUT THAT MEANS MY MEN 
DOWN ON DECK, 


You can hope they 
remember their innate 
ability to Fling Feces. 

I's the only projectile 
weapon they've got left. 


YOU'RE KINDA 
CUTE, FOR A 
SHORT GW. 


YOU'RE FASTER Everybody stops’ 
THAN YOU LOOK. shooting, or | 
start eating, 


WHATS THE MATTER 
WITH YOU PEOPLE? 
SHOOT BACK! 


GRAB SPARES 
FROM ALPHA! 
TAKE ONE OF 


GUNS ALL WENT 
DEAD, SIR. OUR 
WHOLE PLATOON. 


THE FIGHT ON THE SERIAL PEACEMAKER IS ALL 
BUT OVER. IT WENT POORLY FOR THE BOARDERS. 


BOARDERS, 
DROP Your 
WEAPONS! 


YOU'VE ALREADY LOSTI_ONE 
(OF YOUR PLATOONS HAS NO 
ARMOR OR WEAPONS, AND 
YOUR COMMANDER HAS BEEN 
TAKEN CAPTIVE 


TAY MEN KNOW BETTER THAN TO VIELD 
JUST TO SAVE MY SKIN. YOU MAY HOLD 
‘ME HOSTAGE, BUT THEY HOLD YOUR 
‘SHiP HOSTAGE. LET'S SEE 

SOME MONKEY SMASH, BOYS! 


Ueah, T wasn't able fo hack 
your ship nodes. That's going 
to prove expensive, but it’s 
hardly Fatal 


That's not what 
T'm falhing about. 


your bridge. 


Find that ferapeda jush 
teraported with Admiral 
Broya, who is a lot more 
valuable than you or 
your ship are. 


SD) 


~ oe 


iT YOUR MEN ‘OH MAN. NO MORE 
‘MONKEY SMASH. 
E, COLONEL. 


9) 


TAGON, THIS WOMAN'S ONE OF THE Jl] NOW, LET'S HAUL) NCH? You. 

NOST TREACHEROUS £x-OFFICERS 4] THIS MESS BACK || YOUREALLY Ai 

MEW Hen ne THE UNS AS EVER NOT PROPERLY] TO XNGHUR AND J] A MERCENARY 
COURTMARTIALED! GET PAD, 

HAVE THE SHIP BACK, LOVE YOU zt 


story sounds like 
'@ good one. Tell? 


‘BEFORE WE TERAPORT)—" IF YOU PLAN TO | | WOW. THAT'S PRETTY UST ASK YOUR STUPID [| CHILLS AGAIN 

THAVE A QUESTION HAND ME OVER TO | | DRAMATIC, I GOT CHILLS, QUESTION. 1 WANT TO Y'YOU'RE GOOD 

FOR YOU ADMIRAL. XINGHUB, ANY HAVE THE SATISFACTION AT THIS. 
5 ANSWERS YOU ‘OF GOING TO MY GRAVE 


HOPE FOR ARE WITHOUT ANSWERING IT. 
DYING WITH ME. 


BREA, HOW WOULD YOU 
LIKE To BUY OUT YOUR 
OWN CONTRACT? 


WHATI#I2. NO, YOU WERE WAY 


WITH "SOULLESS.” 


TAGON, WE TRUSTED. 
YOU, AND NOW YOU'RE 
KIDNAPPING ME AND 
SELLING ME TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER. 


WE WORKED WELL 
(TOGETHER! WE USED) 
TO BE FRIENDS! 
18 THIS HOW YOU 
REPAY THAT? 


YOU KNOW, YOU'D Be WRACKING MY, 


POOR HEART WITH GUILT IF YOUR 


DIFFERENT 
FROM WHAT?, 


BREYA, KINCHUB HAS MY NECK IN 
‘THE NOOSE, IT'S YOU OR ME. HE 
AS MUGH AS SAID SO. 


‘SO. IF YOU CAN COME UP WITH 
“ENOUGH MONEY, 1 CAN FIND 
WAYS TO SOLVE MY 
PROBLEM THAT 
DON'T INVOLVE 
SELLING YOU. 
TO THE FAT 
GENERAL. 


YOU DID THAT WHAT? IS THERE 
WITHOUT EVEN SOMETHING IN 
BLINKING. MY BYE 


— 
TT'S NOT ABOUT THE MONEY. 


TAGON.1 WAS TOTALLY HONEST 
WITH YOU, IDON'T HAVEANY 
MORE MONEY, I CAN'T POSSIBLY 
BUY MY WAY OR YOUR WAY OUT. 
OF THs, 


WE'VE BEEN CUT OFF, 
FROM RESUPPLY. THE WAY 
I COUNTED IT, 1 FIGURED. 
WE WERE GOING TO HAVE, 
TO STIFF YOU ON THE 
(CURRENT CONTRACT. 


YOU DID THAT WITHOUT 
EVEN BLINKING. 


EINSTEIN THEORIZED THAT AS YOUR SPEED THROUGH SPACE INCREASES, 
YOUR SPEED THROUGH TEME MUST DECREASE IN SHORT, THE FASTER YOU 
60, THELESS TIME YOU HAVE TO THINK ABOUT STEERING, 


WELL, DUH, ANY 2F7-CENTURY 
COMMUTER COULD HAVE TOLD 
Us THAT. 


INA STRETCHED CORROLARY, 22°-CENTURY PSYCHOLOGISTS 
THEORIZED THAT THE FASTER THE SOCTAL, ETHICAL, AND 
MORAL LANDSCAPE CHANGES, THE LESS TIME AN OBSERVER 
HAS TO GET CONSIDER THE CONSEQUENCES OF CHOOSING. 


TCAN'T PAY YOU, TAGON. 
NOW WHAT ARE YOU. 
REALLY GOING TO SELL 
‘ME TO XINCHUB® 


‘OGOH, MORAL QUANDARY DON'T LISTEN TO HIM. HE b (IF MEMORY SERVES, YOU) | AND I'LL BE DISHING UP 
IVE GOT AN EASY ANSWER, ‘WOULDN'T KNOW MORAL IF) DID SHOOT ME INTHE? | HOOF AND HORN SOUP, 
FOR YOU, OLD FRIEND. TT SHOT HIM IN THE FACE. FACE, HARP-BOY. NEKT TIME, GOATSY. 


TM SURE WE'LL ALL BE AMUSED TO LEARN THE UNS. TUNGUSKA JUST) 
WHAT YOU DECIDE, CAPTAIN, BUT IT JUST ARRIVED IN THE SYSTEM. 
BECAME IRRELEVANT. 


FOUR MINUTES AGO | TOLD 
GENERAL XINCHUB WE HAD 

HIS PACKAGE, AND ALERTED. 

HIM TO THE FACT THAT YOU 
RIGHT BE LETTING IT GET AWAY. 


TM OUTTA 
HERE, 


TEMME KNOW HOW 
TT TURNS OUT, 


ENNESBY GET] |[SPofo; nan OF Sir, Thair breachar)| CULE 37 “THERE 1S NO 
Hep a.utcnes oF i mea TH 
US OUTOF 7 |] neratman our neve isles ara >) OV MIL THERE 


HERE! WHERE THERE ARE NO. nearly as largo WEED TD RELOAD 


WITNESSES. 


There's nowhere to 
run, sir. The Tunguska] 
alraady has breachers 

poised. The only direction > 


we can safely move is 
fowards the battloplate. lie 


THE UNS. TUNGUSKA I5 A BATTLEPLATE, PART IF ITLANDED ON THE MANHATTAN PENINSULA IT 
OF A MASSIVE FLEET OF SIMILAR SHIPS BUILT WOULD REACH CLEAR FROM THE STATUE OF CIVIL 
TO DEFEND AGAINST PLANETARY IMPACTS RE LIBERTY TO THE POPEIL SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING 


SS 
‘287 -CENTURY READERS 
WILL NEED UPDATED MAPS. 


ETS TALK SIZE. THE TUNGUSKA IS A ROUGHLY 
METER: 
OMETER THICK. 


THE SERIAL PEACEMAKER TS 100 METERS LONG, 
AND THOUGH THE GRUNTS ABOARD ARE PRETTY 
ENTER INTO IT: 


ATTENTION YOU WILL ‘OKAY, HOW EXACTLY ARE WE SUPPOSED JIE TAST TIME THIS HAPPENED T 
PREPARE TO BE BOARDED! Vg | TO PREPARE? I'M FLOATING, AND THE Gay lod = TRIED RELAXING AND THINKING 
ESISTANCE IS FUTILE ‘ONLY THING I CAN MOVE IS MY MOUTH, Jara 


HAPPY THOUGHTS, BUT I THINK 
THAT QUALIFIES AS 
“RESISTANCE.” 


HOW YOURE ALL 

TTT PES UMENTEY neoveo TE semen erected. Le RENT YOURE ALL] (RALE SH, EERBODY 
EA IN Aa ML ST 

FANE NEL ATED EL TE NMS TEE 


Bins el tas (Se maser 
Bac Omer, KNEES A. BIGGER GUN. 


WETHREE, GO WITH COLONEL 
CEETA AND COLLECT THE OTHER 
ANDREYASN, HURRY. WE DON'T 
HAVE MUCH TIME, 


W-FIVE AND M-SIK, OUR 
PACKAGE IS RIGHT THERE 
SECURE ADMIRAL BREYA oJ} 
ANOREYASN AND WAIT 
BY THE LOCK, 


> ter, wnat D0 ou 
ee WANT WITH KEVIN??? | 
‘AND WHAT'S YOUR HURRY? 
‘OUT IN THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE 


LIKE THIS WE EXPECTED YOU TO 
GLOAT FOR HOURS, 


THIS 15 A CRIME SCENE, CAPTAIN 
TAGON. ROGUE UNS. MARINES 

TRIED TO STEAL A SHIP OUT FROM 
UNDER DANGEROUS MERCENARIES. 


YOU'LL BE AMONG THE 
FIRST TO KNOW THAT THEY 
WERE ALL KILLED IN THE 
RESULTING FIREFIGHT. 


e 


WE'RE DONE FIGHTING, 
YOU CAN'T HAVE YouR 
GOONS SHOOT US AND, 
MAKE IT LOOK LIKE WE, 
DID TT OURSELVES. 


YOU HAVEN'T BEEN 
INTRODUCED TO "GUS." 
HE'S THE AI. FOR THE 
TUNGUSKA, AND He's 
GOT A MEAN STREAK. 


GUS, DOES OUR STORY, 
PLAY CORRECTLY IF 
TAGON KILLS 
TAKSMOUTH? 


‘MAKE IT LOOK 
‘GOOD, GUS. 


WOT FIVE MINUTES AGO I WANTED 
TODO THAT. HOW IS IT POSSIBLE 
FOR YOU TO'SUCK THE FUN OUT, 
OF EVERYTHING!? 


C2 AN AUTHORITY 
( Figure. THAT ABILITY 
CAME WITH MY JOB, 


“JAKKY AND 1 
GO WAY BACK, WE 
‘CAME UP THROUGH 
UNS. INTELLIGENCE 

TOGETHER. 


BOTH IMMUNE TO 


(OW, DEAR. THE 
‘SECRET IS OUT. 
NOW TLL HAVE TO 
‘KILL YOU ALL. 


THERE'S AN 
IMMUNITY 
‘AGAINST 


TTS A GOOD THING IVE 
ALREADY GOT THAT ON 
ttY SCHEDULE FOR 


RINGHUE, KILLING US ALLIS ACTUALLY, YOURE BOTH 
WASTEFUL. WE'RE AN S| YOU'RE LIKE A SIX-MILLION 
ASSET, NOT A LIABILITY. KILOCRED HOME WITH A 
TWELVE-MILLION KILOCRED 

MORTGAGE. 


D0 YOU KNOW WHAT 
TYPICALLY HAPPENS TO 
HOMES LIKE THAT? 


YOU BURN THEM DOWN. 


AND COLLECT THE 
INSURANCE. 


HEY, 1WAS = 


STILL DOING JR 
"THE MATH, 


A NOT MAKING ANY | | WORLDS AND SOME OF OUT EARLY, THAT PEACE 
ie SENSE! | THE OLDER, MORE WOULD BE SHATTERED. WE 


[7 HOW ARE WER | [THE RELATIVE PEACE THAT ]] [IF THE DETAILS OF. TDIDNT KNOW TT EXISTED JN 
ABILITY? YOU'RE || EXISTS BETWEEN HUMAN of] | PROJECT LAZ’R'US GOT || UNTIL JUST NOW, GENERAL ~ 
— 


ESTABLISHED RACES IS CAN'T EVEN RISK YOUR 
VERY FRAGILE CONTINUED KNOWLEDGE 
THAT IT EXISTS. 


WELL, IT'S A 
‘6000 THING I'm 
RIGHT HERE TO 
KILL YOU THEN. 


SO YOURE GOING TO KILL ME, YOU SAID 
“INNOCENT 
MARINES.” 


GENERAL, 'D LIKE TO 
OFFER THE CAPTAIN A 


FAREWELL KISS 
BEFORE WE GO, 


VD SOONER 
BITE OFF MY OWN 
TONGUE AND 
BLEED OUT THAN 
KISS YOU, JEVEE. 


‘YOU SURE KNOW 
HOW TO MAKE A, 
GIRL FEEL 
BEAUTIFUL, 
TAGON. 


YOUTL HAVE TIME TO 
BLEED OUT IN JUST A 
MINUTE, SO T THINK 
YOU 'CAN HAVE IT 
BOTH WAYS, 


We've got nofhing: All T've got access to || We're all Eventually, yes. fire 
that we can use is the Very Dangerous |} going to you telling me that 
against that Firray, and it's not... : you know won? 
battleplate, oh, crap, 


MEANWHILE, ABOARD THE 
UNS. FRIGATE SARASOTA. 


io, thoy haven't 
seon us, but 
there's nothing 


v we can do, 
Y 


T've been cut off From 
my ship-nodes. I can't 
avon offer good intel. 


ne Rae CHmen 
AN, ONLI, ENDED UP ON DIFFERENT SIDES. 


HEADCOUNT! 
THERE WERE THREE 
GOONS! THREE! 


WHERE'S THE 
THIRD ONE! 


FOOD THAT TALKS IS NOT FOOD, 
BUT THE GOON NEVER SAID 
ANYTHING, SO ITS OKAY, RIGHT? { 


GRAVITIC ENGINES, INERTIIC COMPENSATORS, GRAVY GUNS, 
‘AND ENORMOUS AMOUNTS OF POWER MAKE FOR A UNIVERSE 
IN WHICH THOUSANDS OF GEES OF ACCELERATION ARE NOT 
(ONLY POSSIBLE, BUT CAN ALSO BE SHIELDED AGAINST. 


ENNESBY! 


STATUS! 
CAN YOU 


THEY HAVE TO BE, IF THATS WHY YOU NEVER, EVER EVER WANT 
YOU DONT WANT TO TO HEAR THE FOLLOWING WORDS FROM 
END UP AS JELLY. YOUR SHIPS AL: 
Uh-oh. Everybody 
brace For 
acceleration. 


= Those anomalies must be 
eS, “clumps” oF active Dark Matter, 
= and they're attacking by using 
r their gravitic influence on 
regular mattor. 


The Tunguska | 
‘one of her annio 
plants, and tho UDA, 
is showing gravitic 


Ts there anything 
wo can do For the 
Serial Peacemaker? 


The Sorial 
Peacemaker is in an 
evasive random-walk. 


The UDA. shows those M0 
gravitic anomalies 
Condensing around us a 


They haven't Focused on AND WHAT GOOD ARE 
tis eh, bur uatra. going ta\ |( HELMETS!) | febsersheaner a 
have to plow through them 

to escape. 


compensate, It's going 
fo be like a near miss 
with @ gravy-gun, 


THETRE GOING TO 
KEEP YOUR VOMIT 


THE UNS, BATTLEPLATE TUNGUSKA TS 
BEING ATTACKED BY AN INVISIBLE DARI 
MATTER ENTITY THE SIZE OF A BIG PL: 


TM GONG TO LOSE 
LAST TWO PLANTS 


ALL HANDS TO 

TERAPODS! ALL| [tHe ‘00s 
HANDS TO MAKING IT 
TERAPODS! A Our, use 


‘NO MORE WILL MAKE IT. 
SAY GOODNIGHT, GRACIE. 


"OH. HOW DO YOU SUPPOSE THEY FELT 
ABOUT OUR LITTLE MAD DASH? 


Were clear, The 
Tunguska is an 
evaporating cloud 
row, though. 


ANT DEA WaT TEY PCL 
eae 


A First blush T'd say it was all the 
gravitics Junguaka threw around. Ik must 
have somehow disturbed the Derk Matter 
critters, or maybe even Aurt them, 


question. pe I suppose. 


I suppose I 
don't want to 
stick around 
to Find aut. 


‘OKAY, WE'LL 
SE RUNNING 
AWAY NOW. 


TAGON WOULD HAVE KILLED 


ITS A 600D THING THEY WENT 
HER, BUT HE HAD TO STOP 


‘BACK FOR BUNNIGUS, VOYT, AND. 

THE MOBILE HOSPITAL, BECAUSE XXINGHUB FROM DOING IT 

JEVEE'S EVE NOW WOULDN'T STAY || || FrRST: INTERVENTIONS CAN 
BE RELAXING, DONE RIGHT. 


TT WAS A BORING KIND OF BUSY THOUGH. NOT MUCH PUT WITHOUT MEDICAL HELP. 
TO TELL, MUCH LESS DRAW FUNNY PICTURES ABOUT. 
SKIN HIDES THE} | LIP MATCHES YOUR 
FAT FACE 


(OKAY, 50 THERE WAS THAT ONE DAY WHEN JEVEE 
TRIED TO CLAIM THAT SHED PLANNED THIS ALL ALONG, 
HOPING TAGON WOULD LET HER OUT OF THE BRI6- 


TTS BEEN A WEEK SINCE THE UNS. BATTLEPLATE 
TUNGUSKA WAS DESTROYED, DURING THAT TIME 


(OUR HEROES HAVE BEEN PRETTY BUSY, 


BRUISES, 


THE FUNERALS FOR COLONEL CLARENCE JAKSMOUTH 
AND ENSIEN FLIB SHVUU, ALONG WITH ANOTHER 
HALF-DOZEN CASUALTIES WERE A SOLEMN REMINDER 
OF HOW MUCH WORSE THINGS COULD HAVE BEEN. 


THAT DIDNT STOP EVERYBODY 
FROM COMPLAINING, THOUGH, 


KEVYN, THIS 
PROSTHETIC 
BODY-THING 
1S TERRIBLE. 


THAT WAS THE ONLY SET TCOULD | NOW wou 
FIND WITH MATCHING PIECES. YOU) look just 
GOULD DO WORSE THAN A FULL 

SUIT OF DWARF ARMOR._-—-A\ 


YEAH? NOT VERY) 
& ‘MUCH WORSE. 
©) . 


